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Certain elective courses require that students be allowed to be photographed, recorded and published.
Inside this Course Catalog you will find the following This prerequisite is noted by the course listing in the
information to help you plan your course of study for Course Catalog. Courses with an asterisk denote
that students must have a signed Photo Permission
the next year:
Form on file with the school granting full permission
for photos and recordings to be published. Full de• Registration information
tails are outlined on the Photo Permission Form.
• Course prerequisites
• Photo Permission Policy
The Photo Permission Form can be found on the stu• Media Program
dent’s enrollment account. Questions may be di• Academic Program Information
rected to the Registrar at Saint John Paul the Great
• Graduation Requirements
Catholic High School.
• Grading scale
• Cross-listed Classes
Saint John Paul the Great Media Program
• Advanced Placement information and policies
This cross-departmental program works to empower
students to use all forms of media for the promotion
of what is true, good and beautiful. The vision for
Registration
the program is to influence change in our culture by
Registration typically begins in early March for reforming students who can effectively communicate
enrolling students and mid-March for new students.
truth. These courses provide students with a disciStudents should understand the sequence of courses plined understanding of modern media trends, techneeded to take to fulfill graduation requirements.
nologies and skills, as well as the impact of media on
Students normally take eight courses per semester.
society and the individual. Project focused hands-on
Grades, test scores, and teacher recommendations
training forms students into knowledgeable, responwill be used to place students in classes.
sible and effective communicators.

General Information

While students may no get all of their first choice
electives, the class schedule at Saint John Paul the
Great Catholic High School is built specifically around
the student’s course requests. Advanced Placement
course requests are given top priority in the scheduling process.

Academic Program Information
Curriculum

The secondary school curriculum is to continue and
expand the basic skills and attitudes developed at
the elementary level. A program which continues to
Course Prerequisites
be Christcentered and academically well-balance will
Each course will note if there is a prerequisite for the enable students to choose wisely from the options
given class or not. Please review these prerequisites that are available.
when planning your course of study.
Planned courses for credit in grades 9, 10, 11, and
12 shall be required for graduation of all students
according to or in excess of the standards of the VirPhoto Permission Policy
ginia Catholic Education Association and the ComThe Office of Catholic Schools of the Diocese of Arlington (OCS) and any of its schools may produce or monwealth of Virginia. Additionally, all students are
required to complete a semester of religion class for
participate in videotape, audio recording, and website or still photograph productions that may involve each semester of their attendance.
the use of students' names, likenesses, or voices.
Such productions may be used for educational
and/or school marketing purposes and may be copied or copyrighted with the school retaining any and
all rights to such productions.
Publishing photos and videos of our happy students
helps to build community and is essential to the
evangelization and marketing efforts of Saint John
Paul the Great Catholic High School. The Diocese of
Arlington OCS requires that we get written permission to publish photos of minors.
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At Saint John Paul the Great Catholic High School, all
students are given an opportunity to develop academic skills that will prepare them for college and for
life. Our unique Bioethics Curriculum is designed to
provide students with the philosophical foundation
whereby they are able to understand the nature and
the dignity of the human person and achieve genuine fulfillment as a human being in this life and in
the life to come.

Grading Scale

Graduation Requirements

All graduates of Saint John Paul the Great Catholic
Quality Points:
High School must earn a minimum of 29 credits. A
Adv./
full credit is awarded for successful completion of a
Acad. H
AP
Number
full year course, and a half credit is awarded for suc- Range
A
4.0
4.5
5.0
90-100
cessful completion of a one-semester course.
B+
3.5
4.0
4.5
87-89
B
3.0
3.5
4.0
80-86
Students may complete up to 32 credits (8 credits
2.5
3.0
3.5
77-79
per year for four years) but only 28 are required for C+
C
2.0
2.5
3.0
70-76
graduation. For a variety of reasons, students may
D
1.0
1.5
2.0
60-69
take one course less than the full load as often as
every semester for four years.
Grading within the Options Program reflects the
uniqueness of the program. An individualized reTransfer students may receive full credit for credits
porting system is used for students in the Options
earned at their high school of origin.
Program.
Requires courses and the number of credit hours for
graduation follow:

Cross-listed Classes:

Religion– 4 credits are required, or .5 credit for every
semester enrolled at Saint John Paul the Great.

Health: An Ethical Approach:

Bioethics– 2.5 credits are required.

Speech and Debate:

Bioethics, Physical Education
English, Fine Arts, Communication/Media Arts

English– 4 credits are required.

Introduction to Sports Medicine:

Science, Physical Education
Social Studies – 4 credits are required.

History of Media:

Social Studies, Communications / Media Arts
Mathematics – 3 credits are required. Students who
complete required courses in middle school need to
earn 3 credits at Saint John Paul the Great. (4 credits are recommended for college preparation)

History of the Catholic Church:

Religion, Social Studies
Digital Photography I:

Fine Arts, Communication / Media Arts
Science– 3 credits are required. (4 credits are recommended for college preparation)

Digital Photography II:

Fine Arts, Communication / Media Arts
Theatre Technology:

World Language– 2 credits are required from the
same language. Students who complete one or two
years of a foreign language in middle school must
still take 2 credits in high school. (3 years of the
same language, or 2 years each of two different languages, are recommended for college preparation)

Fine Arts, Communication/Media Arts– 1 credit is

Fine Arts, Communication / Media Arts
Acting I :

Fine Arts, Communication / Media Arts
Playing Shakespeare:

Fine Arts, Communication / Media Arts
Dance I :

Fine Arts, Physical Education

required. Students may earn the required credit in
one of these departments or split the requirement by Dance II:
earning .5 credit in Fine Arts and .5 credit in ComFine Arts, Physical Education
munication/Media Arts.

Physical Education & Health– 2 credits are required
and must include Health: An Ethical Approach.
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Block Schedule

•
Saint John Paul the Great Catholic High School oper- •
ates on an A/B Block schedule that permits students •
to take up to eight classes with four classes meeting
each day.
Some required courses are offered on multiple levels: Academic, Advanced, Honors, and Advanced
Placement. Students are placed in the level that is
most appropriate within each subject area, according
to demonstrated aptitude and performance. While
the curriculum is parallel, in that each level of the
course has similar goals and objectives, the application of instruction varies by methodology, degree of
difficulty, and volume of information presented.

Advanced Placement/Honors Level
These courses are designed to meet the needs of
students who can excel with a challenging, rigorous
college preparatory curriculum, who are highly motivated, and who have demonstrated a high level of
responsibility, aptitude and achievement.

Overview of the department
Course number and name
Credit earned: 0.5 credit for one semester
course, 1.0 credit for a full year course

This Course Catalog contains descriptions of courses
that will be offered in the upcoming years so students will have the information they need to make
the most of their academic planning.

Advanced Placement and Honors Courses
Advanced Placement (AP) and Honors Courses are
designed to meet the needs of students who want an
advanced college preparatory curriculum and have
demonstrated a high level of responsibility, interest,
aptitude and achievement. The course principles
and concepts are explored in greater depth, and
more independent work is expected of the student.

At Saint John Paul the Great, registration for AP and
Honors courses involve several steps: the student
must 1) meet the prerequisite requirements, 2) be
recommended for Advanced Placement/Honors by
Principles and concepts are explored in greater
his/her current teacher within the department
depth, and more independent work is required of the
(applies to current JP students only), and 3) stustudent.
dents requesting AP courses must read and agree to
our AP policy as outlined below.

Advanced Level
These courses are designed to meet the needs of
students who seek a demanding college preparatory
curriculum, who can complete tasks with minimum
supervision, and who demonstrate an above average
level of aptitude and achievement.

Academic Level
These courses are college preparatory courses. They
are designed to meet the needs of students who
seek a demanding college preparatory curriculum
and who demonstrate a general level of aptitude and
achievement.
The pages that follow contain descriptions of each
course offered at Saint John Paul the Great Catholic
High School. The listings are by academic department. All of our courses are college preparatory. In
courses that are distinguished as AP, Honors, or Advanced Courses, the following distinction is found in
the Catalog:
AP = Advanced Placement Course
H = Honors Course
Adv. = Advanced Level Course

In addition to course prerequisites, requesting AP
and Honors level courses require careful consideration and approval from both teachers and counselors. The student’s Guidance Counselor will make the
final decision based on their review of all of a student’s academic progress and current course requests.
It is important that students make careful decisions
about course selection as it will impact the academic
schedule, teacher assignments, and hiring. Once a
student has selected an AP/Honors course, it may be
impossible to drop the class due to scheduling conflicts.

Advanced Placement Information
Advanced Placement courses have the following conditions that must be met prior to enrollment in the
course:
AP courses require considerably more homework and
studying than an advanced course. AP courses are
college level courses. Work will be assigned and will
be graded accordingly.
Any student who enrolls in an AP course must re-

Within each department are the following:
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main in the course until the completion of the
course. Requested withdrawal from a class may be
contingent on enrollment and is not guaranteed. In
addition, if a student requests to withdraw from an
AP course, the student and the student’s parents/guardians must schedule a meeting with the
teacher, School Counselor, and the Assistant Principal for Academics before any decision is made.

Work Study Program
The Work Study Program (WS) exists to give students the opportunity to contribute to the school by
working in a department or with a teacher. The WS
program is open to all students who are in grades 10
and 11. Limited positions are open for grade 12. In
addition, those awarded financial aid are automatically included in this program, enabling sophomore
and junior students to help their families and their
school while gaining valuable life experiences. Students will be assigned one semester in either their
sophomore or junior year. Work study is a noncredit earning program and assignments are limited
to a semester-only opportunity. All students requesting work study will be required to complete an
application and submit it for approval through their
counselor. Students will be limited to two work
study opportunities during their enrollment at Saint
John Paul.

Dropping an AP course will result in a withdrawal
pass (W/P) or withdrawal fail (W/F) on the student’s
transcript.
Students enrolled in any AP class will be required to
register for and take the AP exam in the spring (this
includes AP Studio Art). Exams cost $94.00 each
and must be paid in full by December 1. AP Exam
registration forms are available in the Guidance Office. The school does not cover the cost of the exams.
Students and their parents/guardians will need to
sign and return an Advanced Placement Course Policy form at the beginning of the school year. Anyone
Students participate in the WS program during the
who does not do so will be moved to the Advanced
academic year. Our graduation requirements are
level of the course (if applicable) or removed from
structured so that students who participate in WS
the course.
will be able to obtain the needed credits for graduation on schedule. The WS program is not intended
Summer work is required for all AP courses and
for students to use the time as an academic break in
some Honors courses.
their schedule or as a study hall. The WS CoordinaPlease be aware that prerequisites are instituted not tor will work with the students to plan their assignments once the school year/semester begins.
to keep students out of a class, but to provide students with a solid foundation to be successful in a
class.

New Classes for 2018-2019

Course Change Policy
Each student is expected to remain in the courses
selected. For justifiable and serious reasons a semester course or full year course may be changed
during the first two weeks of the course. Full year
courses may not be changed mid-year. During the
second semester, elective semester courses may be
changed during the first two weeks of the course,
but only if the schedule permits.
Students are not permitted to change courses in order to change teachers or to raise grades. There will
be a $60.00 fee for each course change. Changes in
course level must be approved by the teacher, parents/guardians, department chairperson, guidance
counselor and the Assistant Principal for Academics.
Add/Drop Forms are available in the Guidance Department.
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3470 Creative Writing II
3477 Epic Adventures
6458 Applied Leadership in
the Dominican Tradition
7224 Spanish II for Heritage
Speakers
8475 AP Music Theory
8265 Clayworks Independent
Study
8488 Art in Catholic Culture
9625 Applied Digital Skills
9910 Peer Mentor for Options
Program
9920 Peer Mentor for Laudare
Program
9199 Freshman Seminar

Grade: 12
Grade: 11, 12
Grade : 11, 12
Grade: 9, 10
Grade: 11, 12
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Grade: 11, 12
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Grade: 9

Religion Department
Mission Statement:

S

ince religion is a gift from the Divine Persons through human persons to others, the mission of the Religion Department is
concerned with the formation of the teachers as well as the students.

The Religion Department desires to form religion teachers who the live the Faith, witnessing in their lives to the union of men with
God in Christ, persons who give of themselves, with the Truth adhering, who pray and contemplate, persons of intellectual
competence, giving to their students the fruits of their contemplation.
The Religion Department desires to form the students to understand and be able to explain that Catholicism is the union of men with
God in Christ; to know their sacred identity as immortal children of God; to long to realize their destiny to live forever in Heaven; to
take a vivid interest in God, in Christ Our Lord, in Our Lady, in all the major facets of reality; to take a more active role in the
Church's worship, missionary call, and service to others.

The religion courses at Saint John Paul the Great Catholic High School reflect the curriculum guide approved by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops in November 2007. Required as a part of the course of
studies for each of the four years, the curriculum leads the students to an encounter with Jesus Christ and
his teaching in order that they might come to know him and to be transformed by him. Students must take
one Religion course for each semester they are enrolled at Saint John Paul the Great.
Required Courses:
Sacred Scripture
Revelation of Christ (Christology)
The Mission of Jesus
The Church
The Sacraments
Morality

Senior Required Courses:
(Seniors must choose two)
History of the Catholic Church
Christian Vocations
Catholic Social Teaching

1110 – Sacred Scripture

1230 – The Mission of Jesus

Credit: 0.5
Grade: 9
Prerequisite: None
This course is designed to give students a general
knowledge and appreciation of Sacred Scripture.
They will learn how to read the Bible, becoming familiar with its major sections and books. Through
their study of the Bible, especially the Gospels, they
will come to encounter the living Word of God, the
divine person Jesus Christ.

Grade: 10
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
This course is designed to help students understand
all that God has done for mankind through his Son,
Jesus Christ. Beginning with creation and proceeding to Jesus’ Paschal Mystery, this course of study
reveals God’s plan for man’s eternal happiness with
him which has been made possible only in and
through Jesus Christ. The students will also be introduced to what it means to be a disciple of Christ
and what life as a disciple entails.

1120– Revelation of Christ (Christology)
Grade: 9
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
The purpose of this course is to introduce students
to the Mystery of Jesus Christ, the Living Word of
God, and the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity.
This course will present Jesus Christ as the ultimate
revelation to mankind from God. In learning about
who Jesus is, the students will also learn who he
calls them to be.
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1240 – The Church
Grade: 10
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
The purpose of this course is to help the students
understand that in and through the Church by Christ
through the Apostles and sustained by him through
the Holy Spirit.

1350 – The Sacraments
Grade: 11
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
This course is designed to help students understand
the Sacraments as the gifts given by Christ through
His Church in and through which they can encounter
Jesus Christ today in a full and real way. Students
will examine each of the Sacraments in detail, but
special emphasis will be placed on the Sacrament of
the Eucharist.

1360 –Morality
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 11
Prerequisite: None
The purpose of this course is to help students understand that it is only through Jesus Christ that they
can fully live out God’s plan for their lives. This
course of study will present the moral concepts and
precepts that govern the lives of Christ’s disciples,
studying in depth the Ten Commandments and the
Beatitudes.

1429 – History of the Catholic Church
Grade: 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
This elective course is designed to supplement the
sophomore catechesis on the Church. It will supply
students with a general knowledge of the Church’s
history from Apostolic times to the present, noting for
them both the Divine and human elements of the living Body of Christ throughout its 2000 years of history.

1437 – Catholic Social Teaching
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 12
Prerequisite: None
This elective course is a sequel to the junior level
study of Morality. It introduces students to the
Church’s Social Teaching, showing them how Christ’s
concern for others, especially for the poor and marginalized, is being lived out today in the Church’s social teaching and mission.

1447 – Christian Vocations
Grade: 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
This elective course emphasizes the universal call to
holiness and enables students to compare and contrast the various vocations of Christian life: married
life, single life, priestly life, and consecrated
life. Through this study students are given the opportunity to learn what it means to live life for the
benefit of others, in a self-giving style of life that reflects that of Jesus himself.
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Bioethics Department
Mission Statement:
“I say this so that no one may deceive you by specious arguments. … See to it that no one captivate you with an empty, seductive philosophy according to human tradition, according to the elemental powers of the world and not according to Christ.” (Eph. 2:4,8)
We provide students with the philosophical foundation whereby they are able to understand both the nature and the dignity of the human
person as well as how he can best use his human faculties to achieve genuine fulfillment as a human being in this life and in the life to
come.
Equipping students with the specific ethical principles normative in the fields of health care and the life sciences, the bioethics department
analyzes the bioethical issues of our day, integrating ethical knowledge with that of other disciplines in order to determine how the human
person should act in order to secure his true happiness.
The following three concepts permeate the entire Bioethics curriculum like a recurring theme:

•
•
•

The exalted dignity of every human person because of his God-given powers of intellect and free will,
The objective nature of ethical norms as laws which are derived from human nature, and
The relation of moral norms to genuine human fulfillment.

Bioethics is the field of study concerned with the ethical implications of certain biological and medical procedures, technologies, and treatments. The bioethics curriculum at Saint John Paul the Great Catholic
High School is required as integral to the course of studies for the student in each of his four years. The
curriculum is designed to instill an ethical perspective based on the dignity of the human person, in order
to properly evaluate the various issues to be faced in the 21st Century.
Required Courses:
The Human Person: A Philosophical Perspective
Health: An Ethical Approach
Principles of Ethics
Bioethical Issues at the Beginning of Life
Bioethical Issues at the End of Life

Elective Courses:
Case Studies and Application in Bioethics
The Human Person in a Biotech Age

2110 – The Human Person: A Philosophical Per-

2129—Health: An Ethical Approach

spective

Cross listed with Physical Education Department
Grades: 9, 10
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
This course is designed to take a holistic approach
to human health. It is based on the conviction that
the human person is a unified totality, whose wellbeing consists in the proper integration of his physical, emotional, mental, social, and moral life. From
this perspective, the course seeks to investigate
both the positive development of human well-being
and certain disorders which threaten this development. Among the topics to be studied are the following: basic factors in physical, mental, emotional
and moral health; nutrition and fitness; use of
drugs, steroids, and alcohol; neurotic and psychotic
illnesses; sexual health and sexual disease.

Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
This course studies what it means to say that human beings are persons, i.e., beings endowed with
freedom and an inner life capable of knowing and
loving. Topics include: the union of body and soul;
the powers of the rational soul and its immortality;
human passions and temperaments, the complementarily of the sexes, and the theology of the
body. From this study, the student will come to
appreciate the profound dignity of every human
person.
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2250—Principles of Ethics

2467 – The Human Person in a Biotech Age

Grade: 10
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: The Human Person: A Philosophical Perspective
Based on reasoning derived from experience, this
course introduces students to the study of voluntary
human acts which lead to true human flourishing.
St. Thomas Aquinas is used as a guide to investigate
the purpose of human life, the nature of human action, the determination of good and evil acts, and
the role of moral law, conscience, and virtue in
achieving genuine human fulfillment.

Grade: 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: Bioethical Issues at the Beginning
of Life
With the publication of the human genome, mankind
entered into what has already been called the century of biology. This upper-level elective is designed
to investigate the ethical issues involved in the Human Genome Project and in genetic medicine in general. Using the dignity of the human person as its
guide, this course of study will investigate to what
extent man’s use of his knowledge of the human genome is in accord with the true good of human persons.

2360—Bioethical Issues at the Beginning of Life
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 11
Prerequisite: Principles of Ethics
In seeking to apply ethical principles learned in Principles of Ethics to contemporary bioethical issues,
this course focuses primarily on issues that concern
human life in its earliest stages of development.
Using the dignity of human life and its inviolability as
its starting point, this course studies topics such as:
fertility care, abnormal pregnancies, artificial human
reproduction, contraception, sterilization, abortion,
vaccines from abortions, embryo adoption, scientific
experimentation on human persons, stem cell research and genetic manipulation.

2370 – Bioethical Issues at the End of Life
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 12
Prerequisite: The Human Person: A Philosophical Perspective, Principles of Ethics, Bioethical
Issues at the Beginning of Life
This course continues the investigation into issues
that concern human life, seeking to apply ethical
principles learned in Principles of Ethics to issues
that deal with human life in its final stages. Understanding the human person to be a unified totality
with a supernatural end, this course addresses topics
such as: the mystery of human death and eternal
life, redemptive suffering, brain death, organ transplantation, suicide, assisted suicide, euthanasia, proportionate and disproportionate means, artificial nutrition and hydration, and terminal care.
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2487 – Case Studies & Applications in Bioethics
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 12
Prerequisite: Bioethical Issues at the Beginning
of Life
This upper-level elective is designed to provide students with opportunities to integrate and apply principles they have learned in earlier classes to actual
case studies. Cases will be critically analyzed in detail, moving from the simple to the more complex,
with students playing the role of a bioethics consultative panel in identifying issues and recommending
ethically appropriate interventions.

English Department
Mission Statement:
Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. (Phil 4:8)
We will deliberately build up whatever is true, whatever is lovely, whatever is honorable to form students’ moral
imagination, teaching them through the rich grist of classic literature to like what is good and dislike what is evil and to
express their unique story, that of an immortal being on an heroic journey to heaven.
Affirming the truth of human culture as an expression of God’s communion, the English department teaches the skills
needed for communication and communion—a common sense of right and wrong, good and evil, truth and falsehood, so
that students can analyze what they read and write in the light of the true, good and beautiful, and so that they can
creatively contribute to building up the culture.

The English curriculum is designed to provide the tools for students to become independent and effective
readers and writers. From grammar, spelling, and vocabulary, to composition, literary criticism, and research techniques, students are led through a course of studies that will prove its success in the excellence of their advanced academic work.
Required Courses:
English I / English I H
English II / English II H
English Language and Composition or
AP English Language and Composition
English Literature or
AP English Literature and Composition

Elective Courses:
Speech and Debate
Advanced Composition I
Advanced Composition II
Creative Writing I
Creative Writing II
Epic Adventures

ciency in reading and writing, reviews the basic skills
of grammar, usage, and mechanics, stresses compoGrade: 9
Credit: 1.0
sition and speech, and includes the study of literaPrerequisite: A or B in Eighth Grade English and ture from a genre-based perspective. The writing
Department Placement based upon previous
program, which uses as its core the required literary
academic record including HSPT scores.
selections, emphasizes effective sentence structures
This course is designed to meet the needs of stuand paragraph development as preliminary to exceldents who can complete tasks with minimum super- lence in writing essays. Basic techniques of research
vision, and who demonstrate an above average level are introduced. Students study classic literature of
of aptitude and achievement. This course stresses
diverse genres, including drama, poetry, short story,
the basic skills of grammar, usage and mechanics,
novel, and non-fiction, with analysis of themes and
composition, and speech, and includes the study of
literary techniques.
literature from a genre-based perspective. The writing program, which uses as its core the required lit3213 – English II Adv. /American Literature
erary selections, emphasizes effective sentence
structures and paragraph development as prelimiGrade 10
Credit: 1.0
nary to excellence in writing essays. Basic techPrerequisite: Satisfactory completion of Engniques of research are introduced. Students study
lish I Adv. and Department Placement
classic literature of diverse genres, including drama, This course is designed to meet the needs of stupoetry, short story, novel, and non-fiction, with
dents who can complete tasks with minimum superanalysis of themes and literary techniques.
vision, and who demonstrate an above average level
of aptitude and achievement. In this course, the students’ knowledge of grammar, writing, and vocabu3115 – English I H/Genre Studies
lary will be channeled into more sophisticated levels
Grade: 9
Credit: 1.0
of analytical and expository writing. Students pracPrerequisite: Completion of Eighth Grade Engtice the skills needed to produce varied, welllish with an A, scores above the 90th percentile organized, and fully developed papers. Grammar,
on HSPT.
correct usage, and sentence structure are emphaThis honors level course, designed for those freshsized through analysis of student writing. Students
men who demonstrate an above grade-level profiare provided with a perspective on the history and

3113 – English I Adv. /Genre Studies
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development of American literature through the 21st
century. Emphasis is placed on major trends in
thought and the development of literary genres in
the various periods of American literary history.
Continuity from one period to another is examined
along with the differences in cultural outlook that
affect the literature.

grammar and syntax, and the creative choices writers, particularly European writers, make in the process of composition. This course stresses critical writing about literature with a focus on British, Russian,
Spanish, and South African literary prose works. The
advanced nature of this course requires thoughtful
commitment and demands extensive reading.

3215 – English II H/American Literature

3325 – AP English Language and Composition

Grade 10
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A or B+ in English I H or an A in
English I Adv. and Department Placement
This honors level class follows the same general
course of study as English II Adv., but it includes a
more extensive and intensive study of these works.
Students will be required to read additional pieces of
literature, and to analyze these at a more sophisticated level. Writing expectations are higher, both
quantitatively and qualitatively.

Grade 11
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A or B+ in English II H with
Teacher Approval or an A in English II Adv.
with Teacher Approval
This college-level course is a reading and writing intensive course with a special emphasis on analysis of
the stylistic and rhetorical elements of literature.
Students engage in a rigorous study of language,
advanced grammar and syntax, and the creative
choices writers, particularly American writers, make
in the process of composition. Students write literary analysis of all genres with a focus on non-fiction
American, British, Russian, Spanish, French, and
South African literary prose works. The advanced
nature of this course requires thoughtful commitment and demands extensive reading. All students
are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in May.

3323 – English Language and Composition Adv./
World Literature
Grade 11
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisites Satisfactory completion of English II Adv. and Department Placement
This course is designed to meet the needs of students who can complete tasks with minimum supervision, and who demonstrate an above average level
of aptitude and achievement. Effective writing and
comprehensive reading are the keynotes for this junior level English course. This course stresses critical
writing about literature. Students read and analyze
major works of literature in terms of style, form, and
themes, rather than in terms of nationality or historical development. Students are introduced to literary
theory and criticism in fiction, poetry, and drama,
using the great world literature works. Speaking
and listening skills are honed through oral presentations and evaluations. The fundamentals of effective
writing are reviewed and practiced through regular
writing assignments outside of class as well as during class time.

3324 – English Language and Composition H/

3360 - Speech and Debate
Cross listed with Communications /Media Arts Dept.
and Fine Arts Dept.
Grade 9, 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
In this performance-based course students learn effective speaking and listening skills for giving and
appreciating various kinds of speeches, including
oratory, extemporaneous, improvisational, among
others. Students also learn the skills needed to debate for and against a position as in Lincoln/Douglas
debate, and for and against a policy, as in policy debate. The course is designed to improve the students’ knowledge of communication skills as well as
develop their self-confidence in speaking and debating before an audience. By studying actual debates,
students evaluate the influence of media in shaping
popular opinion.

World Literature
Grade 11
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A or B+ in English II H or an A in
English II Adv. and Department Recommendation
This honors-level course is a reading and writing intensive course with an emphasis on analysis of the
stylistic and rhetorical elements of literature. Students engage in an advanced study of language,
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3413 – English Literature and Composition Adv./
British Literature
Grade 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of English Language and Composition Adv. and Department Placement

This course is designed to meet the needs of students who can complete tasks with minimum supervision, and who demonstrate an above average level
of aptitude and achievement. This course offers a
perspective on the history and development of British
literature through the 21st century. Emphasis is
placed on major trends in thought and the development of genres in the various periods of British literary history. Students will gain awareness of literary
traditions and also learn to read intelligently and
analytically. This analytical ability will be best evidenced in extensive writing assignments, taking the
form of literary journals as well as essays.

part of this course, with an emphasis on writing
about literature. Assignments include mostly critical
analysis, but also well-constructed creative writing.
The goal of both types of writing assignments is to
increase students’ ability to explain clearly, cogently,
even elegantly, what they understand about literary
works and why they interpret them as they do. All
students are required to take the Advanced Placement test in May.

3467 - Advanced Composition I

(First semester only)
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: B in English II Adv. or H or B in
3424 - English Literature and Composition H/ Brit- English Language and Composition Adv., H or
AP
ish Literature
This course works in tandem with the John Paul WritGrade 12
Credit: 1.0
ing Center and entails an in-depth study of writing
Prerequisite: A in English Language and Comacross all disciplines (science, math, English, social
position Adv. or an A or B+ in AP English Lanstudies, business, theater, etc.). Other areas of focus
guage and Composition or English Language
are utilizing the writing process, understanding and
and Composition H and teacher approval.
applying Standard English, building advanced gramThis honors level course is designed to engage stumar and vocabulary skills, identifying components of
dents in the careful reading and critical analysis of
advanced writing across genres and for varied audiBritish literature. Students gain perspective on the
ences, and becoming an effective peer tutor of writhistory and development of major trends in thought
ing. This content is applied and assessed as students
and the development of genres in the various periods both produce independent writing and serve as peer
of British literary history through the 21st century.
tutors in the John Paul Writing Center.
Through the close reading of selected texts, students
can deepen their understanding of the ways writers
use language to provide both meaning and pleasure
3468 - Advanced Composition II
for their readers. Writing is an integral part of this
(Second semester only)
course, with an emphasis on writing about literature
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
critically and creatively for the purpose of increasing
Prerequisite: Advanced Composition I, B in Engstudents’ ability to explain clearly, cogently, even
lish II or English Language and Composition
elegantly, what they understand about literary works
and Teacher Approval
and why they interpret them as they do.
This course builds upon the skills and focus of those
taught in Advanced Composition I, and students will
continue working in tandem with the John Paul Writ3425 – AP English Literature and Composition
ing Center.
Grade 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A or B in AP English Language
Students both produce independent writing and voland Composition and Teacher Approval; or an A unteer as a peer tutors in the John Paul Writing Cenor B in English Language and Composition H
ter. Students enrolled in Advanced Composition II
with teacher approval, or an A average in Engwill act as mentors for their counterparts in Advanced
lish Language and Composition Adv. with
Composition I as well as leaders in the Writing Across
Teacher Approval
the Curriculum initiative at John Paul. This course
The college-level course is designed to engage stuprovides students an opportunity to improve their
dents in the careful reading and critical analysis of
writing through an intensive study of complex gramcreative--fiction and prose--literature. Through the
matical structures and writing styles and to increase
close reading of selected texts, students can deepen their test-taking skills through intensive word study,
their understanding of the ways writers use language critical reading, and analytical thinking. Students
to provide both meaning and pleasure for their read- concentrate on increasing their revision and editing
ers. As they read, students consider a work's strucskills in writing.
ture, style, and themes, as well as such smaller-scale
elements such as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone. Writing is an integral
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3469 – Creative Writing I

3477 - Epic Adventures

(Only one section per semester)
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: This is a writing intensive course with
special emphasis on creative writing. The course will
introduce a variety of creative writing styles and
techniques, focusing on vocabulary growth, sentence
formation, and character and plot development.
Through a close reading of both classical and modern literature, students will be exposed to multiple
writing styles. This reading combined with intensive
writing will guide them to discover their own voice
on the page. Students will apply learned techniques
by writing their own, original short stories or beginning novel length pieces. This course will also address the growing need for quality literature in the
modern world from both a religious and secular
viewpoint.

Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: B in English I Honors and English
II Honors or a B in an AP English course
This is a semester-long, reading and writing intensive course, in which students will study some of the
greatest epic poems of Western civilization, poems
that ancient Greek, Roman, and medieval Christian
cultures thought essential to a good education. Beginning with portions from Homer's Odyssey, and
continuing on through portions of Virgil's Aeneid and
Dante's Divine Comedy, and including samples of
several other epic poems, students will undertake a
voyage of discovery toward an understanding of (1)
the nature and purpose of epic poetry; (2) the
(sometimes questionable) moral character of the
epic hero; (3) the difference between the pagan and
the Christian approach to epic; (4) the epic structure
of the Christian journey toward Love and Truth; and
(5) why epic poetry has ceased to be a living genre
in the modern world.

3470 – Creative Writing II
(Open to 1-2 students per semester. Class time will
be at the same time as Creative Writing I.)
Grade 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: Creative Writing I, completed application packet, and approval by English Department.
This is a writing intensive course designed to provide
students with one-on-one mentoring through the
process of novel writing. The course will guide students through creative writing techniques in the context of each individual student's proposed novel.
Students will be introduced to the practices of writing a complete first draft and editing it, as well as
the beginning processes of seeking publication. Students will hone their skills by providing assistance
during Creative Writing I classes. This will include
offering critiques, working with students through
writer's block, and leading writing activities.
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Mathematics Department
Mission Statement:
The mission of the Mathematics Department is to lead students to discover and appreciate the beauty of the divine order of the universe,
the fields of mathematics, and the value of mathematics in the various disciplines it serves. Throughout all courses, students will discover
patterns, develop a general set of principles for reasoning about those patterns, and apply a systematic approach to problem solving.
Students will learn to collaborate with their peers in order to more thoroughly understand concepts and solve real life problems. Our
teachers will foster an environment where students of differing abilities, backgrounds, and learning styles are respected and appreciated.
We will strive to develop in our students a life-long love of learning and the skills necessary to be successful in their further studies, in
their chosen careers, and in their everyday lives.

The Mathematics Department provides a multi-level college preparatory curriculum that stresses logical reasoning, problem solving and applications to real world situations. Integration between our math and science
courses played a key factor in the development of the curricula of each of these departments. Preparation
for the math portions of the college entrance exams is incorporated in a grade-appropriate level throughout
the curriculum.
Each student is required to have their own IT-83 or TI-84 calculator for each year of Math

Required Courses:
Algebra I
Geometry
Algebra II

Elective Courses:
Algebra III
Introductory Statistics with Applications
Pre-Calculus Adv.
Pre-Calculus/Math Analysis Honors
Calculus Honors
AP Statistics
AP Calculus A/B
AP Calculus B/C

4121 – Algebra I

4123 – Algebra I Adv.

Grade: 9
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Completion of Eighth Grade Math,
and Department Placement based upon previous academic record including HSPT scores.
This college prep level course is designed to provide
students with a strong foundation for higher-level
math courses. The topics emphasized are simplifying
numerical and variable expressions; integers; solving
equations, inequalities and systems; word problems;
graphing linear and quadratic equations and inequalities; simplifying and factoring polynomials; and simplifying rational and radical expressions. Each student is required to have their own TI-83 or TI-84 calculator for this class.

Grade: 9
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: B in Eighth Grade Math, and Department Placement based upon previous academic record including HSPT scores.
This course is designed to meet the needs of students
who can complete tasks with minimum supervision,
and who demonstrate an above average level of aptitude and achievement. Students are selected for this
course in place of Algebra I based on their previous
coursework and standardized test scores. In addition
to the topics covered in the Algebra I course, this
class considers more abstract problems in the same
areas as well as providing an introduction to trigonometric ratios and proofs. This is an accelerated
course. Each student is required to have their own
TI-83 or TI-84 calculator for this class.
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gebra I placement exam and permission of the
department based on previous academic record
Grade: 9
Credit: 1.0
including standardized test scores within the 90th
Prerequisite: Minimum of an A in Eighth Grade
percentile in Mathematics.
Math or Algebra and scores above the 90th perFor current students: A in Algebra I Adv. or
centile on HSPT
Algebra I Honors, Department Placement.
Students are selected for this course in place of AlgeThe honors section of geometry covers the same topics
bra I Adv. based on their previous coursework and
as in 4133, but pursues these in greater depth. The
standardized test scores. In addition to the topics cov- emphasis in the honors section is on proofs, applicaered in the Algebra I Adv. course, this class considers
tion, and problem solving, developing a solid concepmore abstract problems in the same areas as well as
tual foundation for the higher level mathematic
providing an introduction to trigonometric ratios and
courses of Pre-Calculus and AP Calculus. Trigonometproofs. This is an accelerated course. Each student is
ric concepts are approached using the integration of
required to have their own TI-83 or TI-84 calculator for geometry of algebra. The graphing calculator is used.
this class.
Each student is required to have their own TI-83 or TI84 calculator for this class.

4125 – Algebra I H

4131 – Geometry
Grade: 9, 10
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Algebra I, Department Placement
In this college prep level course, students learn to apply geometric concepts, definitions, theorems and postulates. This course is identical to 4133; however,
there is greater emphasis on the application of algebraic concepts in geometric situations. Each student is
required to have their own TI-83 or TI-84 calculator for
this class.

4133 – Geometry Adv.
Grade: 9, 10
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: For incoming freshmen: An A in Algebra I and a passing grade on the Diocesan Algebra I placement exam. For sophomores: Completion of Algebra 1 Adv. with a minimum grade
of C+.
This course is designed to meet the needs of students
who can complete tasks with minimum supervision,
and who demonstrate an above average level of aptitude and achievement. In this course, students learn
and apply geometric concepts definitions theorems and
postulates. Inductive and deductive reasoning processes are utilized to reach conclusions. Algebraic concepts are applied in geometric related situation. Topics
include: basic geometric concepts, two-column deductive proofs, logic problems, inductive proofs, as well as
right triangle trigonometry, construction, solid geometry, and coordinate geometry. Students with a proficiency in Algebra 1 based on a passing grade on the
placement exam may begin Geometry as freshmen.
Each student is required to have their own TI-83 or TI84 calculator for this class.

4241 –Algebra II
Grade: 11
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: C or better in Algebra I and C or
better in Geometry
This second year of college prep level algebra extends
the major topics of Algebra I (real numbers, polynomials, functions) and extends them to include complex
numbers, quadratic and higher order polynomials, and
expressions with rational exponents. New classes of
functions, including exponential and logarithmic, are
included in the students’ problem-solving experiences.
Each student is required to have their own TI-83 or TI84 calculator for this class.

4243 – Algebra II Adv.
Grade: 10, 11
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: C+ or better in Geometry Adv. or
concurrent enrollment in Geometry with permission of the department, Department Placement
This second year of algebra extends the major topics of
Algebra I (real numbers, polynomials, functions) and
extends them to include complex numbers, quadratic
and higher order polynomials, and expressions with
rational exponents. New classes of functions, including
exponential and logarithmic, are included in the students’ problem-solving experiences. Trigonometric
concepts involving the unit circle, radian measure, and
trigonometric functions are introduced. Technology
skills are extended to include algebraic manipulation
software. Each student is required to have their own
TI-83 or TI-84 calculator for this class.

4245 – Algebra II H
4135 – Geometry H
Grade: 9, 10
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: For incoming freshmen: An A in
Algebra I or a passing grade on the Diocesan Al-
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Grade: 10, 11
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A or B+ in Geometry or concurrent
enrollment in Geometry and permission of the
department based on previous academic record

including standardized test scores.
This is an honors course in Algebra II, emphasizing
higher order thinking skills, problem solving and
preparation for high levels of mathematics. The
course moves faster through the preliminary topics
of Algebra II in order to provide more time to spend
on advanced topics such as matrices, trigonometric
functions, and advanced word problems. Students in
Algebra II Honors are being prepared to meet the
requirements for admission to the AP Calculus
course. Each student is required to have their own
TI-83 or TI-84 calculator for this class.

4357 – Algebra III
Grade: 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: C or better in Algebra II.
This course continues the student's study of high
school algebra and introduces them to additional
topics. Topics include a thorough study of polynomials, rational functions and equations, transcendental
functions, and linear programming. Systems of
equations and inequalities will be explored, as well
as conic sections. Students will begin a study of
trigonometry concentrating on right triangles and
basic trigonometric relationships. Algebra III provides students with an opportunity to extend the
knowledge they began to acquire in Algebra II, and
to develop new skills essential for success in undergraduate mathematics courses. Each student is required to have their own TI-83 or TI-84 calculator
for this class.

This course is designed for students who are planning to take Calculus and are interested in a math or
science-related career. This course introduces the
branch of mathematics known as analysis, which is
the formal study of functions. Students compare
behavior of each major class of functions, from polynomials to trigonometric, analyzing domain, range,
and end behavior, leading to the study of limits.
Technology is used to explore the representations of
each of these classes of functions in all of their
forms, numerical, algebraic, and graphical. This prerequisite to the calculus courses ends with an introduction to the concepts of derivative and antiderivative. Each student is required to have their own TI83 or TI-84 calculator for this class.

4458 – Introductory Statistics with Applications
Grade: 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: C or better in Algebra II, Adv. or
H
This course is designed to support a first course in
statistics that emphasizes statistical thinking. The
focus of this course is on their relevance to such
fields as medicine, education, environmental sciences, business, psychology, sports, politics, law and
entertainment. The class will include many hands on
activities to help explain statistical concepts. Each
student is required to have their own TI-83 or TI-84
calculator for this class.

4465 – Calculus H
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus/Math Analysis H or
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 1.0
an A or B+ in Pre-Calculus Adv., Department
Prerequisite: C or better Algebra II Adv.
Placement
This course introduces the branch of mathematics
This course introduces students to topics developed
known as analysis, which is the formal study of func- in entrance level courses in many college mathemattions. Students compare behavior of each major
ics programs. The concept of limits, derivatives, and
class of functions, from polynomials to trigonometric, integrals are explored from a conceptual level using
analyzing domain, range, and end behavior, leading polynomial and rational functions. Each student is
to the study of limits. Technology is used to explore required to have their own TI-83 or TI-84 calculator
the representations of each of these classes of func- for this class.
tions in all of their forms, numerical, algebraic, and
graphical. This prerequisite to the calculus courses
ends with an introduction to the concepts of deriva4595 – AP Statistics
tive and antiderivative. Each student is required to
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 1.0
have their own TI-83 or TI-84 calculator for this
class.
Prerequisite: A in Algebra II Adv. or Algebra II
H and teacher approval.
This college level, pre-calculus-based statistics
4387 – Pre-calculus/Math Analysis H
course introduces students to the major concepts
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 1.0
and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conPrerequisite: B+ or better in Algebra II H and
clusions from data. Students interpret univariate
permission of the department based on previdata and explore bivariate data, probability theory,
ous academic record including standardized
the normal curve, hypothesis testing, confidence
test scores.
intervals, and tests of significance. In addition to

4383 – Pre-calculus Adv.
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the curriculum outlined by the College Board, this
course includes a study of the Poisson distribution,
Geometric distribution, and various inferential methods. The statistical capabilities of the graphing calculator and other computer programs will be used.
Each student is required to have their own TI-83 or
TI-84 calculator for this class. All students are required to take the Advanced Placement test in May.

4597 – AP Calculus AB
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A in Pre-Calculus/Math Analysis
H, Teacher Approval
This college-level course in single-variable calculus
includes techniques and applications of the derivative, techniques and applications of the definite integral, and the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus. Algebraic, numerical, and graphical representations are
emphasized throughout the course. Each student is
required to have their own TI-83 or TI-84 calculator
for this class. All students are required to take the
Advanced Placement test in May.

4598– AP Calculus BC
Grade: 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A or B+ in Calculus AB, A in
Pre-Calculus/Math Analysis H, Teacher Approval
This college-level course is roughly equivalent to both
first and second semester college calculus courses
and extends the content learned in AP Calculus AB to
different types of equations and introduces the topic
of sequences and series. The course covers topics in
differential and integral calculus, including concepts
and skills of limits, derivatives, definite integrals, and
the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus. Additional
topics include additional methods of differential and
integral calculus, such as parametric, polar and vector functions and series. The course teaches students
to approach calculus concepts and problems when
they are presented graphically, numerically, analytically and verbally, and to help make connections
amongst these representations, including using technology. Each student is required to have their own
TI-83 or TI-84 calculator for this class. All students
are required to take the Advanced Placement test in
May.
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Science Department
Mission Statement:
Members of the Saint John Paul the Great Science Department are committed to foster in students the virtue of science
by teaching them to reason rigorously and logically to attain relevant truths about the physical world, about man, and to
gain “certain knowledge of things and their proper causes” while respecting:

•
•
•
•
•
•

scientific and philosophical principles
the natural moral law
the dignity of the human person
the common good of man
the good of the order and beauty of creation
a sense of personal responsibility for the direction science and technology will take in the course of their lives.

The Science Program at Saint John Paul the Great Catholic High School provides students with a method
of acquiring, organizing, analyzing, and explaining scientific data. The purpose of the program is to foster in student’s knowledge of and respect for the order and beauty of creation, an awareness of the
forces that shape our physical and biological world, and a sense of personal responsibility for the direction science and technology will take in the course of their lives.
Required Courses:
Biology
Chemistry
Physics

Elective Courses:
Anatomy and Physiology I H
Anatomy and Physiology II H
Microbiology H
Genetics
Epidemiology
Environmental Science
Introduction to Sports Medicine
AP Biology
AP Physics

5221 – Biology

5223 – Biology Adv.

Grade: 9
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Department Placement based
upon previous academic record including
HSPT scores.
Biology will introduce students to the basic life
processed that unify living organisms. The fields of
cell biology, classification, plant and animal physiology, genetics, evolution, and ecology are included in the course. The relationship between
science and faith is established with a particular
focus on the necessity for ethical consideration in
the life sciences. Personal and societal applications
of biology are considered. Laboratory skills are
developed and outside readings, including library
research, are required. This course is designed to
meet the needs of students who would benefit from
greater instructional support in order to deepen
their knowledge of biological science.

Grade: 9
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Department Placement based
upon previous academic record including
HSPT scores.
In this college-prep course, students are introduced to the basic life processes that unify living
organisms. The fields of cell biology, classification,
plant and animal physiology, genetics, evolution,
and ecology are included in the course. The relationship between science and faith is established,
with a particular focus on the necessity for ethical
considerations in the life sciences. Personal and
societal applications of biology are considered.
Laboratory skills are developed, and outside readings, including library research, are required. This
course is designed to meet the needs of students
who can complete tasks with minimum supervision,
and who demonstrate an above average level of
aptitude and achievement.
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5225 – Biology H

5235 – Chemistry H

Grade: 9
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Department Placement based
upon previous academic record including HSPT
scores.
This is the honors level biology course which examines identical topics to those covered in 5223. However, this course will be taught in greater depth and
at a faster pace. Emphasis will be on analytical
thinking and application of knowledge. Students in
Biology Honors will be required to do additional outside reading beyond the textbook, and to do research papers integrating biological concepts and
current world issues.

Grade: 10
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A or B in Biology H and an A or B in
Algebra I H. Department placement required with an
A in Biology Adv and an A in Algebra I Adv.
The topics covered in Chemistry Honors are identical to
those covered in Chemistry Advanced but will be covered
in greater depth and at a faster pace. How-ever, the
mathematical operations required for this course demand
successful completion of Algebra II before starting this
course. Students in Chemistry Honors will be required to
be more independent in the laboratory and to use higher
level analytical and evaluative skills.

5331 - Physics

5231 – Chemistry

Grade: 11
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Completion of Chemistry and conGrade: 10
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Biology and completion of Algebra current (or completion) of Algebra I Adv.
This course is designed to provide students with funI
This course is designed as an introduction to the fun- damental understanding, knowledge, and awareness of the
damental concepts in chemistry such as: atomic the- principles of high school physics. Students will learn about
motion, forces, energy, heat, electricity, and other physical
ory and its relation to chemical behavior, chemical
phenomena. The course is con-cept oriented and does not
bonding, the mole and stoichiometry, molecular kimake extensive use of mathematics. The format of this
netics, energy relationships, solution dynamics, acids-bases, equilibrium, organic and biological chem- course will include lecture, presentation, discussion,
istry, and nuclear interactions. The emphasis will be minimal problem-solving, and laboratory activities.
on everyday applications of chemistry and the envi- Students are ex-pected to complete tasks independently
with super-vision, and also demonstrate an average level
ronmental effects of modern society. This course is
aptitude and achievement in the class.
designed to meet the needs of students who would
benefit from greater instructional support in order to
deepen their knowledge of chemical science.

5333 - Physics Adv.

5233 – Chemistry Adv.
Grade: 10
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A or B in Biology Adv and concurrent enrollment (or completion) of Algebra I
Adv.
This course is a study of fundamental chemical concepts, such as atomic theory and its relation to
chemical behavior, chemical bonding, the mole and
stoichiometry, molecular kinetics, energy relationships, solution dynamics, acids-bases, equilibrium,
organic and biological chemistry, and nuclear interactions. Emphasis is placed on the utilization of
mathematical, analytical, data acquisition, and communication skills as well as interdisciplinary approaches to discovery. Concepts and skills are reinforced by a strong emphasis on hands-on laboratory
experiences and the integration of other branches of
science. Applications to society, individuals, and the
utilization of technology are included. This course is
designed to meet the needs of students who can
complete tasks with minimum supervision, and who
demonstrate an above average level of aptitude and
achievement.
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Grade: 11
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: B grade in Chemistry Adv. and A or B
grade in Algebra II Adv.
This course is designed to provide students with fundamental understanding, knowledge, and awareness of the
principles of high school physics. Students will learn about
motion, forces, energy, heat, electricity, and other physical
phenomena. The format of this course will include lecture,
presentation, discussion, problem-solving, and laboratory
activities. Students are expected to complete the tasks
independently with minimal supervision, and also
demonstrate an above average level aptitude and
achievement.

5335 - Physics H
Grade: 11
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: B+ in Chemistry H and B+ in Algebra II
H or an A in Algebra II Adv. with Department
Placement
In this honors course, the topics covered are identical to
those in Advance Physics. However, the

mathematical operations are more demanding and
rigorous for the successful completion of this course.
This class is an accelerated class that requires students to perform higher level mathematics. Students
are also expected to be more independent in laboratory measurement techniques and analysis. Also,
using higher level analytical and evaluative skills in
problem solving both mathematically and graphically
are highly anticipated. Students are expected to
communicate scientific findings both orally and in
writing throughout the course. The depth and pace
of this course is designed for students who have an
aptitude for science and/or want to pursue a science
based major in college.

5383 - Genetics
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: B in Biology Adv. or H
This one semester course may interest students who
are pursuing a career in a medical or biological field,
or who simply have an interest in genetics. This
course offers the opportunity to explore human genetics in detail. Topics will include development,
transmission genetics, DNA and chromosomes,
population genetics, and genetics of immunity and
cancer. These topics will be explored through laboratory exercises, projects, and films.

5475 – Microbiology H
5347 – Anatomy & Physiology I H
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: C in Biology H or B in Biology Adv
This course studies human anatomy and physiology,
that is, the structure and function of the human
body. Knowledge of biochemistry, cell structure and
function, and the basics of physiology from Biology
are presumed. This one semester course includes a
study of the integumentary, muscular, skeletal,
nervous, and endocrine systems. This course also
introduces muscle motion and kinesiology.

Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
First semester only
Prerequisite: B+ in Biology Adv. or H and B+ in
Chemistry Adv. or H; or Department Placement.
This honors level course is designed for students interest in medicine or the biological sciences when
they enter college. Topics covered will include: microbial cell structure and function, metabolism, microbial genetics, immunology and medical microbiology. This course will serve as a general overview of
the importance of microorganisms in the environment, human health, and human disease. This is a
laboratory intensive course.

5349 – Anatomy & Physiology II H
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: Anatomy & Physiology I H
This course studies human anatomy and physiology,
that is, the structure and function of the human
body. Knowledge of biochemistry, cell structure and
function, and the basics of physiology from Biology
are presumed. This second semester course includes a study of the pulmonary, cardiac, digestive,
urinary, and reproductive systems. This course also
includes attendance at a surgical theater.

5377 – Introduction to Sports Medicine
Cross listed with Physical Education Dept.
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
This course is an introduction to the principles applied by athletic trainers in treating sports injuries.
The course will include basic anatomy and physiology as pertains to sport injuries and further work in
the treatment modalities used to get the injured athlete back to pre-injury condition. Students will receive information on how athletic injuries occur, how
they are treated, and how they can be prevented.
This course is for students with an interest in athletic
training, physical therapy or sports medicine.
Scheduling preference is given to Grade 12.
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5487 – Epidemiology
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: B in Biology Adv. or H
This course utilizes case studies and projects to develop an understanding of the spread of infectious
disease and the contributing factors of behavioral
diseases. Topics include: causation, correlation,
measurement of disease rates, epidemic investigation, cohort studies, clinical trials, current events and
some statistical analysis.

5489 –Environmental Science
Grade 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: C in Biology, C in Chemistry
This semester-based course is an interdisciplinary
course integrating scientific principles of chemistry,
biology, and earth science in order to understand
interrelationships of the natural world. The course
will explore topics such as ecology, populations, resource use, pollution, and biodiversity. Environmental problems, both natural and man-made, will
be identified and analyzed in classroom lectures,
labs, field work, and independent projects. Scheduling preference is given to Grade 12.

5485 - AP Biology
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: B+ in Biology H and B+ in Chemistry H with Department Placement. Instructor
permission required.
AP Biology is a rigorous and demanding course, which
is the equivalent of a two semester college freshmen
general biology course. This course will advance the
student’s understanding of concepts covered in high
school biology with an emphasis on critical thinking
and analysis. It provides a solid preparation for the
AP Biology exam. Major course themes include biochemistry, cellular structure and function, genetics,
evolution, ecology, and organismal diversity. This
course includes a rigorous laboratory component designed to enhance the student’s understanding of the
material and meets College Board standards. All students are required to take the Advanced Placement
exam in May.

5497 – AP Physics I
Grade 11, 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A in Physics Adv. (requires
Teacher’s Approval), or A or B+ in Physics H
and B+ in Algebra II H or A in Algebra II Adv.
with Department Placement. Instructor Permission Required.
AP Physics I is an algebra-based course in physics.
Topics presented during the course closely follow
those outlined by the College Board and an introductory level university course. Students are expected to
have a much higher level of independence and maturity when undertaking the AP course. The course
focuses on the interconnections between the various
strands and units contained in the course syllabus
and how each contributes to the "Big Ideas" that provide a core foundation for this science. Problem solving techniques and strategies are fine-tuned throughout the year, and students are continually tasked
with connecting physics applications learned in different units in order to synthesize solutions to complex
problems. Also, students are expected to participate
in inquiry- based explorations of these concepts
through problem-solving and critical-thinking activities. Student evaluation will be based on homework,
laboratory, special projects, presentation, periodic
quizzes, and a comprehensive exam. All students are
required to take the Advanced Placement exam in
May.
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Social Studies Department
Mission Statement:
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God - The same was in the beginning
with God - All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made - In him was life; and
the life was the light of men.” (John 1: 1-4)
The Social Studies Department of Saint John Paul the Great Catholic High School is committed to providing a
curriculum that will direct the development of ethical, reflective, competent, concerned and active citizens. Through
critical analysis of events, movements and people, Social studies courses provide a religious, social, political, economic
and intellectual understanding of the world. This shows how events and movements of the past lead to construction of a
better society that reflects the truth of our faith. Students will develop an understanding of the interconnectiveness of
humanity, realizing our common heritage and values, rights, and responsibilities. Our courses seek to develop our
students’ ability to analyze, reason, write and discern opinion from fact while appreciating the differences between the
two. These critical skills equip our students to use Catholic values to make informed decisions within their spheres of
relationships which include the global community, the United States, the local community, the Catholic Church and the
family.
Courses in our Social Studies Department provide an understanding of the social, political, economic, religious, and intellectual structures and movements of the present. The understanding of our accumulated
experience enables us to construct a better society. The students will develop an understanding of the interconnectedness of humanity, realizing our common heritage and values, rights and responsibilities.
Saint John Paul the Great Catholic High School is committed to providing a curriculum that will direct the
development of reflective, competent and concerned citizens. Our courses seek to develop the students’
ability to reason and write, to discern opinion from fact, and to appreciate the difference between the two.

Required Courses:
World History
U.S. and Virginia History or
AP U.S. History
U.S. and Virginia Government or
AP U.S. Government and Politics
European History or
AP European History

Elective Courses:
History of Media
History of the Catholic Church
AP Human Geography
Personal Finance
Business Ethics and Social Responsibility
Applied Leadership in the Dominican Tradition

cultural, economic and political events that shaped
the ancient and classical worlds and relate historical
Grade: 9
Credit: 1.0
data to the modern world. Throughout this course,
Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of Eighth students are introduced to the contributions and
Grade English and Department Placement
achievements made by civilizations around the world
based upon previous academic record and
to western civilization. The study of geography is
HSPT scores.
integrated throughout the course.
This course is designed to meet the needs of students who can complete tasks with minimum supervision, and who demonstrate an above average level 6185 – World History H
of aptitude and achievement. This course is designed Grade: 9
Credit: 1.0
to provide students with an understanding of the
Prerequisite: An A in Eighth Grade English
base upon which modern civilization is built. The
with scores above the 90th percentile on Placecourse begins with a brief introduction to basic geo- ment and Assessment Tests.
graphic skills and continues with the development of This honors level course is designed to provide the
human civilizations of the ancient world beginning
students with an understanding of the base upon
with early man and continuing through the decline of which civilization is built. The subject matter covthe Roman Empire. The course continues with exered in this course is identical to that covered in
amination of the Middle Ages before ending with the World History with additional emphasis on analysis
Renaissance. Students will examine the religious,
of primary documents and writing skills. Students

6183 – World History Adv.
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examine the religious, cultural, economic and political events that shaped the ancient and classical
worlds and relate historical data to the modern
world. Throughout this course, students are introduced to the contributions and achievements made
by civilizations around the world to western civilization.

6263 – U.S. and Virginia History Adv.
Grade: 10, 11
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of World
History and English I.
This course is designed to meet the needs of students who can complete tasks with minimum supervision, and who demonstrate an above average level
of aptitude and achievement This course will trace
the rise of the American nation from colonization to
contemporary society, emphasizing the contribution
of the state of Virginia. The study will provide opportunity for students to develop critical thinking and
analytic skills necessary to deal critically with the
events in United States history, as well as to develop
skill in interpreting maps. In addition to studying
major themes in U.S. history, students will develop
the ability to think critically, articulate themes, and
write succinctly.

riod to the present. In addition to studying major
themes in U.S. history, students will develop the
ability to think critically, articulate themes, and write
succinctly. Historians and hyetography are studied
to acquaint students with differing interpretations of
past events. Excellent reading and writing skills are
required. More independent work is required of the
students. All students are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in May.

6353 – U.S. and Virginia Government Adv.
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of U.S.
and Virginia History Adv. and English II Adv. or
English Language and Composition
This course is designed to meet the needs of students who can complete tasks with minimum supervision, and who demonstrate an above average level
of aptitude and achievement. This course is designed
to deal with the civic and political culture of the
United States. Students will become familiar with
the three branches of the federal government as well
as with the state and local government. Students
will study the fundamental principles and values underlying our Constitution, laws and legal system and
apply them to current issues, especially in the bioethical field.

6265 – U.S and Virginia History H
Grade: 10, 11
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A or B+ in World History H and
English I H, or an A in World History Adv. and
English I Adv. with Department Recommendation
This course is designed for the student desirous of a
challenging and independently driven study of
American history. This course will trace the rise of
the American nation from colonization to contemporary society, emphasizing the contribution of the
state of Virginia. The study will provide opportunities
for students to develop critical thinking and analytic
skills necessary to deal critically with the events in
United States history, as well as to develop skill in
interpreting maps. In addition to studying major
themes in U.S. history, students will develop the
ability to identify and articulate themes, while thinking critically and writing succinctly.

6354 – U.S. and Virginia Government H
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A or B+ in AP US History and English II H, or an A in US History Adv. and English
II Adv. with Department Recommendation
This course is designed for the student desirous of a
challenging and independently-driven study of government. Topics include the three branches of the
federal government as well as with the state and
local government. Students will study the fundamental principles and values underlying our Constitution,
laws and legal system and apply them to current
issues, especially in the bioethics field. Additionally,
students must demonstrate their ability to analyze,
interpret, and evaluate data pertaining to both theory and practice of our nation's government.

6355 – AP U.S. Government and Politics
6275 – AP U.S. History
Grade: 10, 11
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A or B+ in World History H and
English I H, or an A in World History Adv. and
English I Adv. with Department Recommendation
This college level survey course examines the development of the American nation from the colonial pe-
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Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A or B+ in AP U.S. History and
English II H, or an A in U.S. and Virginia History Adv. and English II Adv. or English Language and Composition with Department Recommendation
This AP survey course explores the theory and practice of government at the national and state level.

Students will be assigned independent readings and
will be required to demonstrate the ability to analyze, interpret and evaluate data pertaining to both
the theory and practice of our nation’s government.
Excellent reading and writing skills are necessary for
the course. More independent work is required of the
students. All students are required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May.

6457 – History of Media
Cross listed with Communications/Media Art Dept.
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
In this fast-paced elective course, students acquire
understanding of the origins of and development of
mass communication in the United States beginning
with the dawn of writing and extending through
modern day mass media in America to include print,
electronic, and social media. In addition to learning
about the chronological and technological development of mass media, students develop critical thinking skills by examining the impact of mass media on
American society, education, culture, politics, and
values. As with all history courses, this class seeks
to provide civic, intellectual, and moral value for students of 21st Century America. Students should expect to engage in extensive reading and independent
study to master the fundamentals of media history
in this course.

6458 – Applied Leadership in the Dominican Tradition
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation required - testament of desire to grow in holiness
and leadership potential and Essay of Interest.
In order to help raise a generation of joyful leaders
and saints, this student driven, project-based elective is for 11th and 12th Grade students who desire
to dig deep into the heart of evangelization and the
Christian life. This course includes an in-depth study
of the charism of Saint John Paul the Great Catholic
High School: that of a diocesan school, tasked with
building up the Kingdom of God through serving the
local community; a school administered by the Dominican Order, with a legacy that spans more than
800 years; a school named for a modern saint, a
pope who teaches us that holiness is the necessary
measure of ordinary Christian life. Students choose a
specialization within the class, such as service, leadership, or prayer.
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6459 – History of the Catholic Church
Cross listed with Religion Dept.
Grade: 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
This elective course is a survey of the history of the
Church from the time of Jesus until the present. It
will supply students with a general knowledge of the
Church’s history, noting for them both the Divine
and human elements of the living Body of Christ
throughout its 2000 years of history.

6485 – AP Human Geography
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A or B+ in AP English Language
and Composition or H, or an A in English Language and Composition Adv and an A or B+ in
AP U.S. History or AP U.S Government and Politics or H, or an A in U.S. and Virginia History
Adv. or H or U.S. and Virginia Government Adv.
with Department Recommendation
This course introduces students to the systematic
study of patterns and processes that have formed
our understanding, use and alteration of the Earth’s
surface. This study focuses on Geography: its nature and perspectives, population, cultural patterns,
political organization of space, agricultural and rural
land use, industrialization, and urban use of land.
All students are required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May.

6493 - European History Adv.
Grade: 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of U.S.
and Virginia Government Adv. and English Language and Composition Adv.
This course is designed to meet the needs of students who can complete tasks with minimum supervision, and who demonstrate an above average level
of aptitude and achievement. This survey course
follows the World History course focusing its study
on European history from the Renaissance to the
latter part of the 20th century. Attention is given to
cultural, political, socioeconomic, and religious
events over these periods. Students will develop
their ability to think and write critically by analyzing
historical evidence, at times using primary sources.
Independent and small group library research is integrated into the course to assist in analysis of material and presentation of ideas to others. In addition to studying major themes in European History,
students will develop the ability to think critically,
articulate themes, and write succinctly.

6494– European History H

9398 - Business Ethics and Social Responsibility

Grade: 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A or B+ in AP US Government and
AP English Lang. & Comp, or an A or B+ in
US/VA Government H and English Language and
Composition H, or an A in US/VA Government
Adv. and English Lang. & Comp. Adv. with Department Recommendation
This course is designed for the student desirous of a
challenging and far-reaching study of European History. The course covers the social, political, economic, and cultural history of Europe from the High
Renaissance to the present day. This course is heavily dependent on the students' willingness to go deep
with historical texts and write and speak clearly on a
variety of topics. Additionally, students must demonstrate their ability to analyze, interpret, and evaluate
the ideologies and personalities that have shaped
Europe.

Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
This course is designed to apply Catholic Social
Teaching to the realm of business. Integrating natural law and virtue, this study provides students with a
rich explanation of ethical decision-making in business, equipping them with the tools necessary to effectively analyze and charitably evaluate problematic
business situations. Students will come to understand that business, if conducted ethically, can be a
vital and positive element of human social life.

6495 – AP European History
Grade: 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A or B+ in AP U.S. Government
and Politics and AP English Language and Composition, or an A in U.S. and Virginia Government Adv. or U.S. and Virginia Government H
and English Language and Composition Adv.
with Department Recommendation
This college-level course studies European History in
greater depth and with more independent work required of the students than does 6493, though the
topics and time period covered are the same. Cultural, diplomatic, economic, intellectual, political, and
social history from 1450 (the High Renaissance) to
the present are incorporated in preparation of the AP
exam. All students are required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May.

9337 – Personal Finance
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
This course is designed to introduce students to personal financial management. Students will explore
investment options, including stocks, corporate and
municipal bonds, and mutual funds. Other topics include: managing budgets, checking and savings accounts, insurance, taxes, IRAs and 401ks. They will
also study how to deal with credit prudently.
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World Language Department
Mission Statement:
As human beings endowed with God-given dignity, we recognize the same dignity in other humans and seek to communicate with our
fellows and with the good God who created us. We in the World Language department are committed to educating all the students of
Saint John Paul the Great High School so that they not only speak, read, write, and comprehend a language other than English, but
also appreciate the culture of and our connectedness with the children of God throughout the world. In this manner, we seek to help
spread the good news and glory of God.

Saint John Paul the Great Catholic High School supports a full four-year world language program for its students. The goal of the program is for each student to develop proficiency in reading, writing, and speaking
in a modern (French or Spanish) or classical (Latin) language. The students have an opportunity to take
four years of language at the high school level, even if they have placed out of the Level One course in
their chosen language, based on their experience in their pre-high school coursework. The full four-year
curriculum is available in French, Spanish, and Latin. AP courses are offered as enrollment permits to eligible students.
The World Language requirement is 2 credits of the same language taken in high school.
The AP courses may be taken by students who are juniors or seniors, after having completed 3 or 4 levels
of their language courses. They are intended for highly motivated students and are comparable in content
Courses:
Spanish I
Spanish II
Spanish II Honors
Spanish II for Heritage Speakers
Spanish III
Spanish III Honors
Spanish IV
Spanish IV Honors
AP Spanish Language
Spanish V

Latin I
Latin II
Latin III Honors
Latin IV Honors
AP Latin
Latin V Honors

French I
French II
French III
French III Honors
French IV Honors
AP French Language

7123 – Spanish I

7224 – Spanish II for Heritage Speakers

Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Placement by the Assistant Principal of Academics and the Guidance Department
Students learn basic Spanish with an emphasis on the
four aspects of language acquisition: speaking, listening, reading, and writing.

Grade: 9, 10
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Score sufficiently high on placement test to exempt to Spanish II Honors; Department placement after satisfactory interview
in Spanish with instructor.
For heritage learners/speakers of Spanish who are
more proficient and/or literate in Spanish. It focuses
on the development of communicative and academic
competence in reading, writing, speaking and listening and viewing, as well as on understanding Hispanic
cultures and issues of identity of heritage speakers of
Spanish in the United States. Students will also develop an awareness and understanding of Hispanic
cultures, including language variation, customs, geography, history, and current events. Students will
gain confidence using Spanish to express their own

7223 – Spanish II
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: C or better in Spanish I and Department Placement or passing Grade on Spanish Language Exemption Exam
Students expand their acquisition of the language.
Spanish will be spoken in the classroom to develop
verbal communication skills and listening skills.

27

thoughts on social and academic themes, interact
with other speakers of the language, understand oral
and written messages, make oral and written presentations, reflect on language variation, and critically
view and evaluate media resources and websites.
Students will be able to understand material presented on a variety of topics related to contemporary
events and issues in Hispanic communities. The
course will be taught in Spanish 100% of the time
and it is expected that the students will speak the
language this amount of time as well.

7225 – Spanish II H
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A in Spanish I with teacher approval, or 95% or higher on Spanish Language
Exemption Exam
Like Spanish II, students expand their acquisition of
the language. This course is conducted in Spanish;
no English is spoken. There is an emphasis on developing verbal communication skills and listening skills
while continuing to focus on grammatical structures
and vocabulary.

7323 – Spanish III

oped in Spanish III. Language immersion seeks to
develop students’ listening and speaking skills, and
help them to develop more advanced writing and
reading skills.

7425 – Spanish IV H
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A in Spanish III or B+ in Spanish
III H with Department placement and after interview with instructor.
Like Spanish IV, this course is conducted in Spanish;
no English is spoken, and seeks to develop students’
listening and speaking skills. The Honors level will
provide a more advanced study of writing and reading skills to prepare students for the AP level course.

7525 – AP Spanish Language
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A in Spanish IV or Spanish IV H
with Department Placement and after interview
with instructor.
A reasonable proficiency in all four language skills is
expected at the outset of this course. The course
encompasses advancing comprehension in formal
and informal Spanish, the reading of magazines,
newspapers and literature. All students are required
to take the AP Examination in May.

Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: C or better in Spanish II and De7527 – Spanish V
partment Placement
This course is conducted in Spanish; no English is
Credit: 1.0
spoken. Language immersion seeks to develop stu- Prerequisite: B+ in Spanish IV or Spanish IV H
dents’ listening and speaking skills, and help them to A reasonable proficiency in all four language skills is
develop more advanced writing and reading skills.
expected at the outset of this course. The course
encompasses advancing comprehension in formal
and informal Spanish, the reading of magazines,
newspapers and literature.
7324 – Spanish III H
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A in Spanish II, Spanish II H, or
Spanish II for Heritage Speakers with Department Placement and Teacher Recommendation
This course is conducted in Spanish; no English is
spoken. This course is offered to students who are
motivated and want to be challenged with a Pre AP
curriculum. Grammar and Vocabulary will be covered in more depth. Culture, art, music, history and
current events of Spanish speaking countries will be
part of the curriculum to help students develop more
advanced oral, writing and reading skills.

7423 – Spanish IV
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: C+ or better in Spanish III and
Department Placement
This course is conducted in Spanish; no English is
spoken and builds upon the language base devel-
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7131 – Latin I
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Department Placement
Students learn basics of the language, culture, and
history of the ancient Romans. Forms, syntax and
vocabulary are stressed. The course is taught
through reading comprehension approach.

7231– Latin II
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: C or better in Latin I, Department
Placement
Students continue to study the Latin language, culture, mythology and history of the ancient Romans.
The course is taught through a reading comprehension approach. Connections to the modern world
and English vocabulary continue to be emphasized.

7331 – Latin III H

7254 – French II

Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Grade of B or better in Latin II,
Department Placement
This honors course focuses on the study of Latin literature (prose and poetry) . Students work with the
original Latin texts of various historians, poets, orators and Christian authors, including Livy, Cicero,
Ovid and St. Augustine. In addition to comprehension and translation, students begin the analysis of
Latin texts within their relevant history and culture.

Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: C or better in French I and Department Placement or passing Grade on
French Language exemption exam
Students continue their acquisition of the language.
French will be spoken in the classroom to develop
verbal communication skills and listening skills.

7354 – French III

Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: C or better in French II and De7431 – Latin IV H
partment Placement
Credit: 1.0
Students expand their acquisition of the language.
Prerequisite: B or better in Latin III Honors
Writing skills are further developed and expansion of
Students will continue their study of authenvocabulary is stressed. Reading and discussions take
tic Latin texts, with the additional focus on connecting place in French, without the use of English. Verbal
the content presented by Latin authors to problems
communication skills and listening skills are exrelevant in modern times. Translation, sight reading
panded.
and comparative analysis form the basis for
this honors-level Latin class.

7355– French III H

Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A in French II and Teacher RecomCredit: 1.0
mendation
Prerequisite: B or better in Latin III H or Latin
Students in the honors class will be expanding their
IV H, Teacher Approval
acquisition of the language as in the French III class,
This college-level course involves an in-depth concen- but with greater emphasis on spoken French. This
tration of Virgil’s Aeneid and Caesar’s Commentarii de course is for motivated students who want to be chalBello Gallico, and a comparison of the genres which
lenged with a pre-AP curriculum. History and literaeach exemplifies. Extensive translation and sight
ture and especially current events of francophone
reading are required. Students will also develop a
countries will be included to help students develop
critical appreciation for the literary techniques and
more advanced speaking, writing, and reading skills.
rhetorical devices used by both authors. A summer
assignment will be required. All students are required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May. 7454 –French IV H
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: B in French III H or A in French
7537 – Latin V H
III and Department Placement
In this honors course, students expand their knowlGrade: 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Successful completion of AP Latin edge of grammatical concepts, written communication and speaking. French culture, literature, and
in Grade 11 or Teacher Recommendation
This course examines cultural customs of the Roman history are also studied.
Empire through the lens of Latin authors, primarily of
the Augustan period. Students will be expected to
read and comprehend Latin prose and poetry, under- 7455 – AP French Language
Credit: 1.0
stand both grammar and literary devices, and analyze what these texts reveal to modern readers about Prerequisite: A in French IV H, Department
the social norms of ancient Rome. Topics include Ro- Placement
A reasonable proficiency in all four language skills is
man dining customs, Roman views on women, and
expected at the outset of this course. The course
slavery in Rome.
encompasses advancing comprehension in formal and
informal French, the reading of magazines, newspa7154 – French I
pers and literature. All students are required to take
the Advanced Placement exam in May.
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Department Placement
Students learn basic French with an emphasis on the
four aspects of language acquisition: speaking, listening, reading, and writing.

7335 – AP Latin
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Fine Arts Department
Mission Statement
"This is precisely your task, your mission: to stir up awe at and desire for the beautiful, form the sensitivity
of souls and nourish the passion for all that which is an authentic expression of the human genius and a
reflection of divine beauty."--Pope John Paul II's 1999 "Letter to Artists”
Fine Arts teachers, in appreciation for the beauty of truth, commit to:

•
•
•
•
•

Awakening in new students an awareness of a talent or gift for the arts of which they had been previously
unaware,
Giving instruction that aids students in developing their craft and instills in them a desire for continuous
improvement and growth,
Forming students’ sense of the good and beautiful, so they develop a discerning eye,
Fostering students’ understanding that a gift of self through properly ordered artistic expression is an act of love
and has potential to bear fruit within the larger community,
Engaging the culture

The fine arts enhance the human experience and enrich the human person. The fine arts curriculum at
Saint John Paul the Great Catholic High School provides opportunities for students to explore the arts and
to acquire historical and cultural knowledge while developing skills across various arts disciplines. The
study of the fine arts provides a foundation from which each student may guide his or her creativity towards an informed and authentic expression, in service of beauty and society.

*Courses with an asterisk denote that students
taking this course must have a signed Photo Permission Form on file with the school granting full
permission for photos and recordings to be published. Full details are outlined on the Photo Permission Form. Please contact the Registrar for another copy if needed.

Courses:
Concert Chorus*+
Women’s Chorus*+
St. Cecilia Chorale*+
Guitar Ensemble*+
Chamber Orchestra*+
Concert Band*+
Acting*
Playing Shakespeare*
Dance I*
Dance II*
AP Art History
Wind Ensemble*+
Art in Catholic Culture
Clayworks

Please note: We encourage students to participate in both the band/music program and JP athletics. There are a few after-school events
(rehearsals, sectionals, etc.…) that are required for
the band/music program. It will be the responsibility of the student to notify the Band/Music Director and their JP athletic coach in advance if there
are any conflicts. The schedules for all events will
be made available at the beginning of the school
year. Band/Music students who cannot attend a
concert/event will be expected to make up the
grade with an alternate assignment. These courses
are denoted with a plus sign (+).

Clayworks for Independent Study
AP Studio Art: Drawing Portfolio
AP Studio Art: 2D Design
Digital Photography I*
Digital Photography II*
Speech and Debate
Theatre Technology*
AP Music Theory
Studio Art I
Studio Art II
Drawing I
Drawing II
Portfolio Production/Drawing III and
Painting Beginning Sculpture
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The guitar ensemble is a musical group made up of
several guitarists, one bass player and a drummer.
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12 (males)
Credit: 1.0
Students must audition to be a part of the guitar
Grade: 11, 12 (females)
ensemble. The class consists of learning music
Prerequisite: None
through a variety of means including ear training,
This course continues to offer instruction on methods reading music, and improvisation. Students play for
and techniques for developing one’s voice. This en- several Masses a year as well as four concerts; two
compasses understanding good vocal health, apply- with the other musical groups and the last two coning correct breathing habits to improve one’s vocal
sisting of a solo concert for the guitar ensemble in
flexibility and tone quality, using good diction,
which the musicians perform together, as soloists,
achieving excellent blend and balance within the en- and in small groups. The students are exposed to all
semble, and utilizing proper phrasing and dynamics. musical styles. Students must have their own
A variety of musical styles from unison to four-part
acoustic guitar, amplifier, picks, and cords. This
music representing all the music periods will be
course may be repeated each year.
studied and performed. Students will be required to
participate in 4 to 6 concerts per year. Students will
be able to audition for All District and All VA as well
8046-Chamber Orchestra*+
as Honors Choir This course may be repeated each
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Credit: 1.0
year.
Prerequisite: None
This course was formerly listed as the String Ensemble and is made up of students who play the violin,
8110-Women’s Chorus*+
viola, cello, and bass. Students are expected to
Grade: 9, 10 (females)
Credit: 1.0
have one year of playing prior to joining this ensemPrerequisite: None
ble. Students will learn many styles of music as well
This course continues to offer instruction on methods as the proper articulation for their instrument. They
and techniques for developing one’s voice. This en- are required to perform in five concerts each year.
compasses understanding good vocal health, apply- There are opportunities to play for Junior and Senior
ing correct breathing habits to improve one’s vocal
Regional Orchestras, as well as Solo and Ensemble.
flexibility and tone quality, using good diction,
Students are tested regularly on scales and reperachieving excellent blend and balance within the en- toire, and there are two major written tests each
semble, and utilizing proper phrasing and dynamics. year on basic music theory concepts. Students
A variety of musical styles from unison to four-part
must provide their own instrument. This course may
music representing all the music periods will be
be repeated each year.
studied and performed. Students will be required to
participate in 4-6 concerts per year. Students will
be able to audition for All District and All VA as well
8030 – Concert Band*+
as Honors Choir This course may be repeated.
Grade: 9, 10,
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Band Instrument Experience,
Teacher Approval
8117 – St. Cecilia Chorale*+
The class will consist of care of their instrument, baGrade: 10, 11, 12
Credit: 1.0
sic musicianship and music theory, sight reading and
Prerequisite: Audition required
rehearsal techniques. Students will prepare for 4-6
The St. Cecilia Choir is a small ensemble of our most concerts each year – St. Cecilia, Christmas Pops,
advanced singers. These students will be singing
Music Festival, and Spring Concerts, plus Baccalaumusic written for small ensembles of acapella singreate & Graduation. They will be playing at levels I
ers. They will sing all styles of music from Sacred
through III. Students must have their own instruPolyphony to madrigals to contemporary jazz. Audi- ment and may be required to purchase a textbook
tion is a requirement for this class. Auditions will be and/or workbook. Students will be able to audition
held in the spring and are open to anyone in Grades for All District & All VA Bands.
10 – 12. Students will be singing in 4 to 6 or more
concerts per year. Students will be able to audition
for All District and All VA as well as Honors Choir.
This course may be repeated each year.

8010 – Concert Chorus*+

8042-Guitar Ensemble*+
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Maximum of 10 students
Prerequisite: Audition required

Credit: 1.0
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8032 Wind Ensemble*+
Grade: 11, 12

8224– Studio Art II
Credit: 1.0

Prerequisite: Concert Band
Wind Ensemble is for students in Grades 11-12 who
have plenty of experience in Band. The class will
consist of care of their instrument, basic musicianship and music theory, sight reading and rehearsal
and performance techniques. Students will prepare
for 4-6 concerts each year – St. Cecilia, Christmas,
Assessment and Spring Concerts, plus Baccalaureate
& Graduation. They will be playing at levels IV
through VI. Students must have their own instrument and may be required to purchase a textbook
and/or workbook. Students will be able to audition
for All District & All VA Bands.

Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Studio Art I or Drawing I
This course is designed to follow Studio Art I and will build
on previous knowledge and vocabulary. Stu-dents will
have an opportunity to display their work through school
sponsored events and publications as well as outside the
school environment.

8072 – Drawing I

Credit: 1.0

Grade: 9, 10, 11
Prerequisite: None
Students learn the basic skills of drawing. Drawing from
observation along with learning various drawing
techniques is the focus of this course.

8475 – AP Music Theory
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Teacher Approval, AP pre-test
administered by the AP Instructor, or B or better in Basic Music Theory.
Note: One section of this course will be offered
every other year.
This college-level course develops the student’s ability to recognize, understand, and describe the basic
materials and processes of music as heard or presented in a music score. The course includes learning activities designed to develop aural, sightsinging, written, compositional, and analytical skills.
It assumes the student’s ability to read and write
musical notation, as well as basic performance skills
in voice or on an instrument. All students are required to take the Advanced Placement exam in
May.

8122 – Studio Art I
Grade: 10, 11
Credit: 1.0
Suggested Prerequisite: Drawing I
This course is designed for students who want to
learn the fundamentals of drawing, painting, sculpture and printmaking. The course will explore art
history in a manner that will enrich students’ appreciation of art as they develop their visual communication skills. It will enhance their ability to express
themselves, enrich their cooperative learning skills,
and offer them an intellectual aesthetic for the arts
while building their art vocabulary.
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8075 – Drawing II

Credit: 1.0
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite: Drawing I, Studio Art I or equiva-lent,
Teacher Approval
This course is designed to follow Drawing I. This course
aims to foster an individual approach to drawing.
Emphasis is placed on drawing from obser-vation. A
variety of media is used, to include pencil, charcoal, pastel,
watercolor, ink washes, acrylic painting and other mixed
media drawing techniques. It will build on previous
knowledge and vocabulary. Students will have an
opportunity to display their work.

8076 - Portfolio Production/ Drawing III and
Painting

Credit: 1.0
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite: Drawing II or Studio Art II, Teacher
Recommendation
This course is designed to deepen students’ artistic
perception and widen their technique in a variety of media.
Emphasis will be placed on rendering accu-rately,
developing a process for producing works of art,
assembling a portfolio and discovering a concen-tration for
further study. This course will prepare students for AP
Studio Art. May be repeated for a maximum of Credit: 1

8267 – Beginning Sculpture
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: Clayworks, Drawing I or Studio Art I
Beginning sculpture will provide students with the unique
opportunity to understand form from a vari-ety of
perspectives. Clay serves as the principle me-dium to
construct works that will later be kiln fired or

cast in plaster. Both an observational and structural
approach will be emphasized. Students will sculpt
smaller objects by direct observation, “drawing in
clay,” and then flushing out the form threedimensionally. Students will also learn how to build
an armature for larger pieces, such as the figure or a
portrait bust. A constructive anatomy approach is
also included in the curriculum; one in which students
transform geometric solids into anatomical form. The
course culminates with an individual final-project
which would demonstrate both approaches.

8264 – Clayworks
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
This course focuses on the history and fundamental
approaches to working with clay, hand-building,
wheel throwing and various techniques of glazing.

8265– Clayworks Independent Study
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: Clayworks/Teacher Recommendation
This course will build upon the foundational skills developed in Clayworks. Students will become proficient on the wheel and develop a technical skill set
with clay while perfecting the form and function of
their pieces. Students will exhibit their work in the
May Art Show.

8385 – AP Studio Art: Drawing Portfolio
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Studio Art II, Drawing II or
equivalent, Teacher Approval
This course is designed for students who are proficient in drawing and painting. The student defines a
special area of interest at the beginning of the year
and produces a body of work that reveals experimentation and careful examination of that area of interest. The student assembles his work in a portfolio.
At the end of the year, the student presents a display
of his work in a juried student art exhibit. All students
are required to take the Advanced Placement exam in
May.

8487 – AP Studio Art: 2D Design
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Studio Art II, Drawing II or
equivalent, Teacher Approval
Similar to the drawing portfolio, students define an
area of study from which they produce a body of
work. The emphasis for the 2-D Design portfolio is a
focused investigation into the elements of art and the
principals of design. Works for the 2D Design portfo-
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lio may include photography and graphic design. All
students are expected to submit a portfolio for the AP
Studio Art examination in May.

8488 – Art in Catholic Culture
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: The Human Person: A Philosophical Perspective
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI has said on more than
one occasion, that "art and the saints are the greatest
apologetics for our faith." Our patron, Saint John
Paul II, in his 1999 Letter to Artists, calls on artists
today to be the custodians of beauty, and he reminds
them of their task in making visible the invisible, referring, of course, to reality beyond the physical
world, found, for example, in the life of faith of our
spiritual soul. How does one make visible the invisible? Why has art been so effective in communication
the beauties of faith? This course will take a look at
the story of art, study its rich heritage in the Catholic
Church, its changing perspectives and different visual
vocabularies, and evaluate the major movements of
art, their relationship to the faith and their effectiveness in evangelizing.

8296 – Digital Photography I*
Cross listed with Communications/Media Art Dept.
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Scheduling preference is given to upperclassmen.
Prerequisite: None
This course helps the student to progress from taking
amateur snapshots to increasingly thoughtful images.
This includes lessons in composition, color, and special camera features. Students also learn about elements such as aperture, shutter speed, depth of field,
and ISO. Different points of the semester place emphasis on sports photography, macro photography,
Adobe Photoshop®, taking creative shots, and learning to communicate abstract ideas and concepts
through pictures. The history of photography and the
technology behind digital photography are also discussed.

8398 – Digital Photography II*
Cross listed with Communications/Media Art Dept.
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Scheduling preference is given to upperclassmen.
Prerequisite: None
This course will utilize the skills gained from Digital
Photography I and will specifically emphasize the
Rules of Composition, Studio Photography and Advanced Photoshop skills. The end result of this class
will be a complete and printed body of work to be
presented in the form of a portfolio.

8370 - Speech/Debate
Cross listed with English Dept. & Communications
/Media Art Dept.
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
In this performance-based course students learn effective speaking and listening skills for giving and
appreciating various kinds of speeches, including oratory, extemporaneous, improvisational, among others. Students also learn the skills needed to debate
for and against a position as in Lincoln/Douglas debate, and for and against a policy, as in policy debate. The course is designed to improve the students’
knowledge of communication skills as well as develop
their self-confidence in speaking and debating before
an audience. By studying actual debates, students
evaluate the influence of media in shaping popular
opinion.

merging naturalistic techniques such as the Meisner
technique with Elizabethan drama. Students will produce a Shakespearean play. Students may be required to attend a rehearsal on Saturday or a holiday.
They should expect to memorize on their own time.

8089 – Dance I*
Cross listed with Physical Education Dept.
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
This course is designed to introduce the basic elements of dance to the student without prior dance
experience. The students explore the fundamental
concepts used in ballet and jazz dance. Dance history, critical analysis, and film study are incorporated
into the curriculum. The class culminates in choreographing, rehearsing, and performing a piece for
presentation to the public at the end of the semester.
This class requires a fee to participate.

8050 - Theatre Technology*
Cross listed with Communications/Media Art Dept.
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
This semester course explores the ways the changing
technology of theatre affects scenography—the coordinated design of scenery, lights, costumes, and
other technical aspects of stagecraft. Students learn
the vocabulary of equipment, the properties of modern scene materials, the advances in technological
fields, and the professional standards in design and
technology. This course also introduces the use of
computer assisted design programs associated with
theatrical lighting. In addition, a hands-on laboratory
component is part of the course: Students will design
and execute the technological aspects of the Acting
classes’ and Drama Club’s productions

8099 – Dance II*
Cross listed with Physical Education Dept.
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: Dance I and/or Teacher Approval
This course builds on skills learned from Dance I.
Students continue to expand and develop their repertoire to include more advanced moves from modern
and tap dance in the theatrical styles. The class culminates in the performance of a choreographed routine for the public at the end of the semester. This
class requires a fee to participate.

8485 - AP Art History

Grade: 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: A or B in AP English Language
and Composition or an A in English Language
and Composition Adv. or H and an A or B in AP
8056 – Acting I*
U.S. History or AP European History or an A in
Cross listed with Communications/Media Art Dept.
U.S. and Virginia History Adv. or H or European
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
History Adv. or H
Prerequisite: None
Note: Only one section of this course will be offered
This course teaches the basic elements of the craft of every other year.
acting. Performance elements require ensemble work This course offers the serious student the opportunity
and memorization. Students may be required to atto explore, in depth, the history of art from ancient
tend a rehearsal on Saturday or holiday. Students
times to the present. Through readings, research,
will also attend another local play to write a review of slides, videos, and museum visits, students will view
the performance elements of the show. This class is
significant artworks from around the world. Writing
intended for those who have little or no prior theatri- skills will be important in the description, analysis,
cal training and experience.
and comparison of these works. Students are encouraged to keep a notebook to record class discussion on significant historical events, art periods/
8057– Playing Shakespeare*
styles, specific artworks, and issues/themes that
Cross listed with Communications/Media Art Dept.
connect these artworks .
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
This course builds on the basic elements of the craft
of acting. The focus is on honing the craft through
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Physical Education Department
Mission Statement:

The Physical Education department is committed to enhancing students’ fitness levels, motor skills, and kinesthetic awareness.
Providing an encouraging environment in which students can improve their recreational skills, knowledge of a healthy
lifestyle and grow in the virtues of sportsmanship. The PE department is committed to:

•
•
•
•

Expanding the students’ knowledge of what encompasses a healthy lifestyle.
Improving students’ motor skills and kinesthetic awareness.
Improving individual fitness levels of all students participating in P.E. classes.
Providing an encouraging environment in which students foster a community where virtues of sportsmanship are
practiced and the dignity of each student is respected.

Physical education is a part of the formation of the human person. This development includes attention to
the physical body in a healthy way that acknowledges the necessity of both correct knowledge and appropriate activities in order to promote genuine human well-being.
Elective Courses:
Lifetime and Individual Sports
Personal Fitness for Athletes
PE II/Driver’s Education
Weight Training
*Courses with an asterisk denote that students taking Advanced Weight Training
Dance I*
this course must have a signed Photo Permission Form
Dance II*
on file with the school granting full permission for phoIntroduction to Sports Medicine
tos and recordings to be published. Full details are outlined on the Photo Permission Form. Please contact the
Registrar for another copy if needed.
Required Courses:
Health: An Ethical Approach
PE I/Introduction to Team Sports

9010 - Physical Education I / Introduction to Team health and skill goals. Besides athletic team preparaSports
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 9, 10
Prerequisite: None
This course includes a variety of team and individual
activities to meet the student’s present need for fitness and physical activity. Students are provided
with knowledge of fitness components, basic rules
and history, and skilled movements related to selected sports. Students will also learn the process of
self-analysis related to skills in each unit and will
abide by a code of sportsmanship in all settings.

9077 – Personal Fitness for Athletes
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Prerequisites: PE I/Introduction to Team
Sports and participation in a Varsity sport
This course is designed to help student athletes who
are participating in a school sport develop personal
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tion, this course consists of group conditioning,
strength training, and other athletic skills. The emphasis of the class will be on improving the overall
fitness of each athlete by supplying all students with
an in-depth understanding of fitness components
and techniques used in exercise prescription for
health, fitness for the skills appropriate for each athlete, education on basic nutrition principles for athletes, and hands-on experiences to build personal
programs to train for each individual sport.

9129 – Health: An Ethical Approach
Cross Listed with Bioethics Department
Grade: 9, 10
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
This course is designed to take a holistic approach to
human health. For a complete description of the
course see Bioethics 2129.

9210 – Physical Education II / Drivers’ Education

9089 – Dance I*

Grade: 10, 11
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: PE I/Introduction to Team Sports
This course consists of nine weeks of a state approved
drivers’ education course which will cover aspects of
the safe and responsible use of a motor vehicle. The
co-ed physical education portion of the course provides students with the opportunity to take part in
team activities as well as to maintain their physical
fitness

Cross listed with Fine Arts Dept.
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
This course is designed to introduce the basic elements of dance to the student without prior dance
experience. The students explore the fundamental
concepts used in dance. Dance history, critical analysis, and film study are incorporated into the curriculum. The class culminates in choreographing, rehearsing, and performing a piece for presentation to
the public at the end of the semester.

9278 – Weight Training
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11
Prerequisite: PE I/Introduction to Team Sports
This course emphasizes self-improvement and will
enhance the student’s knowledge of physiology, endurance, and strength development. Techniques and
form for weight lifting will be emphasized as students
are given daily class opportunities to establish personal goals that are tracked and monitored for the
purpose of learning the elements of exercise program
design and to allow students to demonstrate marked
improvement throughout the semester.

Cross listed with Fine Arts Dept.
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: Dance I and/or Teacher Approval
This course builds on skills learned from Dance I.
Students continue to expand and develop their repertoire to include more advanced moves from ballet and
jazz in the theatrical styles. The class culminates in
the performance of a choreographed routine for the
public at the end of the semester.

9279 – Advanced Weight Training

9377– Introduction to Sports Medicine

Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: Weight Training and/or Teacher
Approval
This course includes techniques and form for weight
lifting that will be sport specific. Students will be given
daily class opportunities to establish personal goals
that are tracked and monitored for the purpose of
learning the elements of exercise program design and
to allow students to demonstrate marked improvement throughout the semester.

Cross listed with Science Dept.
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
This course is an introduction to the principles applied
by athletic trainers in treating sports injuries. The
course will include basic anatomy and physiology as
pertains to sport injuries and further work in the treatment modalities used to get the injured athlete back
to pre-injury condition. Students will receive information on how athletic injuries occur, how they are
treated, and how they can be prevented. This course
is for students with an interest in athletic training,
physical therapy or sports medicine. Scheduling preference is given to Grade 12.

9288 – Lifetime and Individual Sports
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite: PE I/Introduction to Team Sports
This course includes continued learning of motor skills
related to more team and individual sports such as
track & field, tennis, ultimate frisbee, flag football,
badminton, soccer, volleyball, basketball, and bowling.
The course will provide opportunities to foster leadership attributes, strategic play, sportsmanship, and
statistic/record keeping aspects among the sport activities.
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9099- Dance II*

*Courses with an asterisk denote that students taking this course must have a signed
Photo Permission Form on file with the school
granting full permission for photos and recordings to be published. Full details are outlined on the Photo Permission Form. Please
contact the Registrar for another copy if
needed.

Communication and Media Arts Department
Mission Statement:
To empower our students to use all forms of media for the promotion of what is true, good and beautiful. The
vision for the department is to affect change in our culture by forming students that can effectively
communicate truth.

The Department of Communications and Media Arts provides students with disciplined understanding of
current media trends, technologies and skills as well as the impact of media on society and the individual
person. The courses blend theory and hands-on training to prepare and form students into knowledgeable,
responsible and effective communicators.
Multiplatform Journalism
History of Media
Introduction to Radio Programming and Operations*

Elective Courses:
Digital Media I
Digital Media II
Graphic Design/Digital Art
Acting I*
Playing Shakespeare*
Theatre Technology*
Speech and Debate
Yearbook
Applied Digital Skills
Screenwriting and Film Production
Digital Photography I*
Digital Photography II*

*Courses with an asterisk denote that students taking
this course must have a signed Photo Permission Form
on file with the school granting full permission for photos and recordings to be published. Full details are outlined on the Photo Permission Form. Please contact the
Registrar for another copy if needed.

9600 - Digital Media I
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
First semester only
Prerequisite: None
The Digital Media class focuses on filmmaking technique, emphasizing all aspects of the production cycle: theory, development, pre-production, production, post production, and distribution. By working in
a hands-on environment, young filmmakers develop
their skills in effective storytelling. This class is designed as a Communications and Media Studies
course, as well as the entry-level course into the
John Paul the Great Media Program.

9601 – Digital Media II
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Second semester only
Prerequisite: Digital Media I or Screenwriting
and Film Production
This course will continue building on the skills
learned in Digital Media I. By continuing to focus on
a hands-on experience, new skills will be incorporated and may include sound recordings and script
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writing. Students will be required to work in studio
settings, on-location settings and have the ability to
think critically in order to produce finished-forbroadcast short films. Students will be required to
story-board and edit all projects independently.

9602 - Screenwriting and Film Production
Grade: 10, 11, 12

Credit: 0.5

Prerequisite: Digital Media I
Building on the basics of film production as introduced in the Digital Media course, students will work
in groups to create original videos. All students will
be involved in the process of writing, filming, editing,
and marketing a film with a purpose. Production of
the films will be divided into four sections. In the
pre-production phase, students will work on the art
of storytelling and storyboarding. The production
phase will include filming, acting, and lighting.
Post-production will focus on editing, graphics, and
animation. In the marketing phase, students will
learn how to market their videos across a variety of
target audiences. Writing is a craft. As with most
crafts, skills improve with practice. This course pre-

sents the mechanical skills necessary to prepare
scripts for television and film. During the first several
weeks of class students focus on screenwriting basics. After that, each student writes and produces an
original short film. Lessons deal with essential elements such as plot structure, character, and dialogue.

9610 - Graphic Design/Digital Art
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: Digital Photography
Students study professional graphic design techniques and produce their own creative work. Principles of graphic design will be analyzed and critiqued,
including layout, typefaces, image choice, formatting,
and color schemes. Students apply their knowledge
of design elements as they develop individual pieces.
Some of these include logo creation, posters, event
programs, and album or book covers. Students use
industry-standard technology to create their work,
gaining experience with the Adobe Design Suite,
which includes Adobe Photoshop, InDesign, and Illustrator. Students also have the opportunity to explore
wider areas of digital art, including vector illustrations
and other representational digital techniques.

9613- Digital Photography I*
Cross listed with Fine Arts Dept.
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Scheduling preference is given to upperclassmen.
Prerequisite: None
This course helps the student to progress from taking
amateur snapshots to increasingly thoughtful images.
This includes lessons in composition, color, and special camera features. Students also learn about elements such as aperture, shutter speed, depth of field,
and ISO. Different points of the semester place emphasis on sports photography, macro photography,
Adobe Photoshop®, taking creative shots, and learning to communicate abstract ideas and concepts
through pictures. The history of photography and the
technology behind digital photography are also discussed.

9614 – Acting I*
Cross listed with Fine Arts Dept.
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
This course teaches the basic elements of the craft of
acting. Performance elements require ensemble work
and memorization. Students may be required to attend a rehearsal on Saturday or holiday. Students
will also attend another local play to write a review of
the performance elements of the show. This class is
intended for those who have little or no prior theatrical training and experience.

9616 - Theatre Technology*
Cross listed with Fine Arts Dept.
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
This semester course explores the ways the changing
technology of theatre affects scenography—the coordinated design of scenery, lights, costumes, and
other technical aspects of stagecraft. Students learn
the vocabulary of equipment, the properties of modern scene materials, the advances in technological
fields, and the professional standards in design and
technology. This course also introduces the use of
computer assisted design programs associated with
theatrical lighting. In addition, a hands-on laboratory
component is part of the course: Students will design
and execute the technological aspects of the Acting
classes’ and Drama Club’s productions.

9617 – Playing Shakespeare*
Cross listed with Fine Arts Dept.
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
This course builds on the basic elements of the craft
of acting. The focus is on honing the craft through
merging naturalistic techniques such as the Meisner
technique with Elizabethan drama. Students will produce a Shakespearean play. Students may be required to attend a rehearsal on Saturday or a holiday.
They should expect to memorize on their own time.

9620 - Speech and Debate
9615 – Digital Photography II*
Cross listed with Fine Arts Dept.
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: Digital Photography I
Note: Scheduling preference is given to upperclassmen.
This course will utilize the skills gained from Digital
Photography I and will specifically emphasize the
Rules of Composition, Studio Photography and Advanced Photoshop skills. The end result of this class
will be to have a complete and printed body of work
to be presented in the form of a portfolio.

38

Cross listed with English Dept. & Fine Arts Dept.
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
In this performance-based course students learn effective speaking and listening skills for giving and
appreciating various kinds of speeches, including oratory, extemporaneous, improvisational, among others. Students also learn the skills needed to debate
for and against a position as in Lincoln/Douglas debate, and for and against a policy, as in policy debate. The course is designed to improve the students’
knowledge of communication skills as well as develop
their self-confidence in speaking and debating before

an audience. By studying actual debates, students
English Language and Composition Adv., H, or AP
evaluate the influence of media in shaping popular opin- and Department Placement.
ion.
Students will be introduced to topics related to journalism. Topics covered will include the new media profession, Web credibility, online reporting sources, cyber
law, blogging and podcasting, and basic multimedia de9625 – Applied Digital Skills
sign. Students will both critique and create online mateGrade: 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
rials.
Prerequisite: None
Practice life and job skills while building creative projects using G Suite for Education. This project-based
course is for students who want to learn digital skills in
a blended learning environment. Applied Digital Skills
teaches a wide range of digital literacy alongside practical life and job skills. The curriculum includes topics
such as Research and Develop a Topic (where learners
develop tests for credible sources); Plan and Budget
(where learners collect and analyze data about a longterm, contractual purchase); and Data Analysis (which
requires learners to analyze movie data to formulate a
data-driven hypothesis). Digital literacy, problemsolving and creativity are often cited as essential skills
for jobs of the future, but studies reveal that most
teens feel poorly prepared with the skills that they need
to enter the workforce. Applied Digital Skills encourages
learners to apply their digital skills to relevant, real-life
problem. Learners tackle financial decision making,
event planning and project management. Learners work
independently in a collaborative educational environment. Group projects allow learners to do research,
analyze data and express ideas together.

9632 – Yearbook
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Credit: 1.0
May be repeated for a maximum of 3 credits
Prerequisite: None
Building upon the skills gained in other Digital Media
and English courses, the Project Management in Digital
Media course takes these skills to the next level. Students are challenged to plan, design, develop, review
and quality check a media project from scratch with
aggressive deliverables and deadlines. The main deliverable for this course will be the annual John Paul the
Great Yearbook. Students in this course will learn project management skills such as scheduling, budgeting,
task and activity status management, and quality control. They will interact with third party vendors who
assist in putting together this extensive project. Activities will include advanced photography and editing,
journalism techniques including copy writing, interview
preparation (pre-/post-) and delivery, and creative layout design and creation. All of these efforts are focused
on capturing and telling the story of the John Paul experience for the year.

9637 – Introduction to Radio Programming and Operations*
Grade: 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
In this course, students will be introduced to the skills,
software, and technology of local radio production and
programming. Students will examine the history of radio in the United States, investigate radio programming
and production, as well as gain a basic understanding of
radio marketing. Students will explore ways to use radio
as a means for faith formation and evangelization.

9624 - History of Media
Cross listed with Social Studies Dept.
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None
This fast paced, one semester course is an elective offered by the Social Studies Department. Students will
acquire understanding of the origins of and development of mass communication in the United States beginning with the dawn of writing and extending through
modern day mass media in America to include print,
electronic, and social media. In addition to learning
about the chronological and technological development
of mass media, students will develop critical thinking
skills by examining the impact of mass media on American society, education, culture, politics, and values. As
with all history courses, this class seeks to provide civic,
intellectual, and moral value for students of 21st Century America. Students should expect to engage in extensive reading and independent study to master the
fundamentals of media history in this course.

9634 – Multiplatform Journalism
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12
Credit: 0.5 Prerequisite: Completion of Eighth
Grade English with a Grade of A or B, scores
above the 80th percentile on HSPT or A or B in
English I, II or
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*Courses with an asterisk denote that students taking
this course must have a signed Photo Permission
Form on file with the school granting full permission
for photos and recordings to be published. Full details
are outlined on the Photo Permission Form. Please
contact the Registrar for another copy if needed.

Academic Support / Work Study
0110 – Academic Support Program
Grade: By Guidance Dept.

Credit: 0.5

The mission of the Academic Support Program is to
ensure that all students with diverse learning needs
achieve success in the challenging academic life of the
school. In the Academic Support classroom, stu-dents
receive assistance in the areas of organization, time
management, course support, as well as stan-dardized
test taking preparation. Staff members col-laborate
with teachers from each department to en-sure that all
students in the program are aware of their day to day
expectations; including tests, quiz-zes, assignments,
and projects. Saint John Paul the Great Catholic High
School supports the full inclusion of all students, and
that with proper supports and accommodations, each
student can achieve a high level of academic, social,
and spiritual success as they prepare to enter college.
The Academic Support Program is an integral
component in ensuring that students grow in the image
of Jesus Christ while de-veloping intellectual,
theological, and moral virtues.

0200– Laudare Program
Grade: Placement by Administration to rising
Credit: 1.0
9th and 10th grade students
The mission of the Laudare Program is to support the
learning needs of students with a documented Specific
Learning Disability. The program will provide intensive
support and accommodations in order to help students
to be successful. Student will be placed in a classroom
with a five to one student to teacher ratio. The program
will help students with time management, work habits,
organizational skills, and will provide daily
reinforcement specific to their grade-level content
areas. Students in the Laudare Program will meet daily
through the entire year. The Laudare Program Teacher
will facilitate daily commu-nication between each
student and his or her teach-ers. In addition, highly
successful student peer men-tors will be available to
assist the teacher as needed.

9910 – Peer Mentor for Options Program
Credit: 0.5
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite: 2 Teacher Recommendations and
minimum 3.5 GPA
This course is for elected students to have the opportunity to work with students enrolled in the Op-tions
Program. This course may interest students who are
pursuing a career in the educational field. The peer
mentors act as academic role models, working with the
Options students to their classes.
The mentors also help facilitate social participation by
eating with the students at lunch and attending school
functions with them. The Options Program is not only

40

beneficial to its students, but to its peer mentors as
well. It teaches the mentors qualities you cannot
learn from a book: patience, character, tolerance,
compassion, and respect.

9920 – Peer Mentor for Laudare Program
Grade: 10, 11, 12

Credit: 0.5

Prerequisite: 2 Teacher Recommendations and
minimum 3.5 GPA
This one semester course may interest students who are
pursuing a career in education. With teacher guidance,
these students will support their classmates with special
learning needs by providing one-on-one tutoring, assistance
with notes, and other necessary aids. Each week, students
will provide tutoring after school and fill out a progress
report.

9999—Work Study Program
Grades: 10, 11, 12

Credit: 0

The Work Study Program (WS) exists to give stu-dents the
opportunity to contribute to the school by working in a
department or with a teacher. The WS program is open to
all students who are in grades 10 and 11. Limited positions
are open for grade 12. In addition, those awarded financial
aid are automati-cally included in this program, enabling
sophomore and junior students to help their families and
their school while gaining valuable life experiences. Students will be assigned one semester in either their
sophomore or junior year. Work study is a non-credit
earning program and assignments are limited to a semesteronly opportunity. All students re-questing work study will be
required to complete an application and submit it for
approval through their counselor. Students will be limited to
two work study opportunities during their enrollment at Saint
John Paul Students participate in the WS program during
the academic year. Our graduation require-ments are
structured so that students who partici-pate in WS will be
able to obtain the needed credits for graduation on schedule.
Work study is not in-tended for students to use the time as
an academic break in their schedule or as a study hall. The
WS Coordinator will work with the students to plan their
assignments once the school year/semester begins.

9199 - Freshman Seminar
Grade: 9

Credit: 0.5

Freshman Seminar is a required course designed to provide
real-time orientation to the John Paul community for first
semester freshmen. Topics covered in this course include:
basic Google applications, school charism and house system,
time management, organization and study skills, digital
citizenship, interpersonal communications, collaboration and
leadership, public speaking and copyright law. Students will
be given guidance in integrating these skills into the rest of
their academic courses.

