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Off to a GREAT Start!  
Here are some of the new things that came with the new school year!  
 
FRESHMEN! 
The 2013-2014 school year started just 
before Labor Day with the highest enrollment 
ever: 610 Wolves! To learn more about the 
new freshman class ï the Class of 2017 ï
please click here. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
TEACHERS! 
John Paul also welcomed 11 new 
professionals our faculty and staff. 
Please click here to meet them! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
WEBSITE! 
Have you seen our new website yet? Check it out at 
www.jpthegreat.org 
 
 
 

 
STUDENT NEWSPAPER! 
Check out the first edition of the new JP student 
newspaper, in print and electronic formats: Wolf Print!   
 
 
 
 
 

 
SPORTS BLOG! 
And, donôt miss the new John Paul Wolf Pack sports blog!  
 
 

  

http://www.jpthegreat.org/
http://www.jpthegreat.org/2013/07/welcome-class-of-2017/
http://www.jpthegreat.org/2013/07/senior-christian-metzler-receives-award/
http://www.jpthegreat.org/
http://jpwolfprint.com/
http://johnpaulwolfpack.wordpress.com/


 

éLast but Not 
Least: 
¶ In the News  

¶ W.A.W 

¶ Happy 

Thanksgiving!  

¶ Please Forward  

 

Contact Us  

www.jpthegreat.org  

info@jpthegreat.org  

Ph: 703.445.0300  

Fax: 703.445.0301  

Office Hours:  

M-F: 7:30am ï 

3:30pm.  

 

  

Commended Scholars 
Following a recent all-school Mass, Pope John Paul the Great principal, Sister Mary Jordan 
Hoover, announced that seven students have been named Commended in the 2014 
National Merit Scholarship Program.  Each of these seven seniors was honored for superb 
scores on the 2012 
Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship 
Qualifying Test, 
receiving a certificate 
from National Merit 
Corporation. 
Congratulations to: 
Nicholas Davis, 
Patrick Gelbach, 
Brian Long, Gabriel 
Maraya, Steven 
Miller, Caitlin Oder, 
and Harrison Tamke! 
 
During the presentation of certificates, Sister Mary Jordan explained the honor and added, 
ñIt is an immense source of pride for all of us at Pope John Paul the Great high School that 
our students would have such a strong showing in the National Merit program.  This is a 
highly competitive program and our studentsô strong performance demonstrates that they 
are able to compete academically with the top students in the nation.ò According to the 
National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC), 50,000 top scorers were identified to high 
schools in April of this year.  From this group, 16,000 students were recognized as Semi-
finalists on a state representational basis.  The other 34,000 high performers are now being 
named Commended Students based on a national selection index core without regard to 
state-by-state distribution.  Commended students are those who scored at or above the 
commended level, but below their stateôs semifinalist qualifying score.   ñRecognizing 
academically talented students plays a fundamental role in the advancement of educational 
excellence within our nation,ò commented an NMSC spokesperson.  ñThe young people 
recognized as Commended Students represent some of the best and brightest minds in the 
country as demonstrated by their outstanding performance in our highly competitive 
program.ò 
 
National Hispanic Recognition Program (NHRP) 
In addition, the College Board has recognized Caitlin Oder and Cameron Kotwicki as 
National Hispanic Recognition Program Scholars.  Approximately 5,000 Hispanic/ Latino 
students were selected from a pool of over 253,000 who took the PSAT/NMSQT in 2012.  
To be eligible, students must be at least one-quarter Hispanic/Latino (based on the 
programsô definition) and have achieved a minimum PSAT/NMSQT score for their region.  
Students with GPAs of 3.5 or higher are designated as Scholars.  This is an outstanding 
accomplishment.  Congratulations to Caitlin Oder and Cameron Kotwicki!  
 

John Paul Named 2013 Top Virginia School 
Pope John Paul the Great Catholic High School had been named a 2013 Top Virginia High 

School by the editors of Virginia Living Magazine for the schoolôs 
unique and innovative Bioethics Curriculum. 
 
To read more, please click here. 
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2013-2014 Drama Season 
 
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow presented by Sr. Mary Brigid Burnhamôs acting class. 

 
 

 
 
For more photos of The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, please visit our Facebook photo album. 
 
Romeo and Juliet presented by JP Drama 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For more photos of Romeo and Juliet, see our Facebook photo album. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10151812331593020.1073741838.107499028019&type=1
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10151853927388020.1073741839.107499028019&type=1


 
Performances Coming Soon: 
The Gift of the Magi (JP Acting production) ï December 6, 7 
Fiddler on the Roof (JP Drama production) ï April 11, 12, 13, 2014 
 
For more information and to order tickets on line, please click here! 

John Paul the Great Day: An Annual Tradition!  
On October 22, the faculty, staff and students celebrated the feast day of Blessed John 

Paul with a day dedicated to growing in 
knowledge and love of our patron.  The 
day began with a talk on the inspiring life 
of Blessed John Paul by Brian Kissinger, 
youth minister at St. Maryôs in Fairfax.  
The highlight of the day, Holy Mass, was 
celebrated by Father Lundberg outside 
on the hill behind the chapel.  After 
Mass and throughout the afternoon, the 
Eucharist was exposed in the library 
where students and teachers could 
adore our Lord and have the opportunity 
to go to confession to several area 

priests.  After a 
Polish lunch, 
students could 
choose between a 
variety of activities 
offered by the 
teachers that 
highlighted aspects 
of the life of John 

Paul.  These included trivia, sports, dramatic presentations, and a scavenger hunt.  The 
entire school community ended the day together in prayer with Benediction.  After a day 
celebrating together as a community, students and teachers went home with hearts full of 
gratitude for the example of greatness of our patron, who will soon be called a saint.   
 

A Very Special Thanksgiving Reunion 
On Monday, November 25, JP mom and Lt. Col, Kelly LeBlanc, 
surprised her twin daughters, Ana and Michele LeBlanc (2014), at 
school with her unexpected return from Kuwait, where she serves as 
an Army reservist. Mrs. LeBlanc had been away for a year, and will 
get to spend the Thanksgiving holiday with her family before 
returning to Kuwait. ABC News 7 was on campus to capture the 
story, as was the Arlington Catholic Herald. After surprising the 
girls, the LeBlanc family went to St. Thomas Aquinas Regional 
School to surprise the three young LeBlanc boys. Welcome home, 

Mrs. LeBlanc, and THANK YOU for your service! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.jpthegreat.org/student-life/fine-arts/drama-productions/
http://www.wjla.com/articles/2013/11/army-reservist-kelly-leblanc-surprises-kids-97335.html
http://catholicherald.com/stories/Thanksgiving-homecoming,24704


  

House Update 
Circle Meetings:  Games and activities during September and October were planned by 

the SLA members so that each member of the 
circle could become known by the others.  They 
have included Name Games, 20 Questions 
competition, Fall Charades, and a Door 
Decorating contest!   The House of Gianna 
won the door contest with a design that 
reflected their love for St. Gianna Molla and 
respect for life.   
 
For Halloween, members of each Circle created 
a scarecrow to characterize their Circle 
Leaderéa JP teacher. In first place was the 
House of Diego for their scarecrow of Mrs. 
Rosie Boersma. In second place, the House 
of Gianna ï Miss Kassandra Jackson, and in 
third place, the House of Castello ï Mrs. Dove 
and baby Dove. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Fence Decorations:  Each House designed and decorated a section of the Football field 
fence to add to the festivities of the Homecoming Festival and Game.  Houses showed 
their John Paul and House spirit through the decorations.  The House of Gianna took first 
place with their ñBig Bad Wolfò designed with plastic cups.  The House of Castello came in 
second with their creative castle design, including pictures of house members peeking 
through the windows.  The House of Diego came in third place with beautifully painted 
decorations. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
Feast Days:  A new tradition this year at JP is for one House to host the feast day 
festivities for another Houseéitôs more fun to celebrate, when someone else is doing the 
planning! The House of Castello ensured that the House of Ruiz celebrated the Feast of 
St. Lorenzo Ruiz on the Friday before his feast day with style!  Members of Castello 
decorated the Ruiz locker section with personalized pennants and handmade red flowers 
and brought treats for them at lunch.  Members of Ruiz were able to enjoy a house shirts 
and jeans day to celebrate. Similarly, the House of Martin celebrated their feast day on 
November 4, and the House of More enhanced their celebration with decorations in the 
cafeteria and on their lockers, as well as arranging for a Peruvian feast during lunch. Of 
course, Martin also enjoyed an out-of-uniform day. 
 
2013-2014 House of the Month Standings: 
September:  Ruiz 
October:  Aquino 

 


